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Under the proper head will be found several impor- 


tant articles concerning our relations with France. The 
substance of the chief facts presented, we think, are 
given—but there is a mass of speculations on them suffi- 
cient to fill several additional pages. These, however, 
we believe that most of our readers will prefer to make 
for themselves. 

We have waited with no small degree of anxiety for 
some oficial information or proceedings from Washing- 
ton; thinking it probable that the committee on foreign 
relations would have made a report in the early part of 
the present week. But things remain as they were—so 
far as we are informed, except as stated in certain reso- 
lutions offered on Thursday. See proceedings, &c. 

The two following articles are worthy an insertion— 
The National Intelligencer of the 24th says— 

“The complexion of the news from France is more and more 
favorable to the preservation of peaceful relations between that 
country and this; which, as we believe it to be now sincerely 
the desire of the discreet men of all parties in this country, will, 
we are persuaded, be universally acceptable to our readers. 

‘The latest date of papers which had reached France from 
America at the last accounts was the 25th of December. The 
report of the foreign relations committee of our senate was 
made on the 6th Jan. and it was definitively acted upon on the 
L4th of the same month. We scarcely entertain a doubt that 
on the arrival in Paris of the authentic accounts of those pro- 
ceedings, tbe bill of indemnity will be promptly acted upon, 
aad the treaty carried into full etfect.”? 

And the **Globe” of the same date, thus announces 
the late news: 

‘From the extracts from the (*%ign journals, and especially 
the remarks of the French minister on the introduction of the 
law to provide for the treaty, it will be seen that there is now 
the fairest prospects of a speedy and happy adjustment of our 
difficulties with France. We have perused a private letter, by 
an arrival a day later than the Sully, (which brought the news 
given in the last New York papers) which says there was no 
doubt entertained among the well informed at Paris, but that 
the law for the indemnity would be passed in the conrse of 
four or five days. This letter comes from a source which enti- 
tles it to great credit. Mr. Livingston will not, it appears, ap- 
ply for his passports, but will await the action of the chambers 
in relation to the law proposed by the ministry.’’ 

**We believe all the difficulties in the matter has grown out 
of the intrigues of some one* on our own side of the Atlantic, 
originally opposed to the treaty, who has acted through an un- 
suspected channel upon influential members in the French 
chamber of deputies. But of this hereafter.’ 

The ‘National Intelligencer” of a more recent date, 
has also the following extract from a letter dated Paris, 
Jan. 15, addressed to a member of congress— 

“There has been much excitement since the receipt of the 
document, (presiient’s message), and some anxiety has been 
felt for the issue. The French admit the justness of our claim, 
and the facts of the message are not denied; but the spirit in 
which they are set forth, and the language employed by the 
executive, are, unfortunately, regarded as offensive and insult- 
ing to France, to a degree that should forbid a further discus- 
sion of the matter.’ 

“The best opinion I can give you is derived from a quarter 
entitled to regard. The French government will do nothing 
further to liquidate the debt, until it be seen whether congress 
sustain the president in what the French understand to be the 
position assumed. If congress do not concur in the message, 
the difficulty will be settled by a prompt payment of the claim. 
That this is the ground to be taken here, Lam assured by gen- 
tlemen who have it from members of the legislative bodies.”’ 

A letter dated Havre Jan. 18, says— 

“I send you the Havre Journal of yesterday, which will give 
you news of our affairs. I think the bill will pass, but this 
should not prevent the action of congress—not to make war on 
France, but to impose high duties. * * * * Be assured 
this government is more afraid of internal movements than of 
foreign war. War would relieve them of many restless spirits 
and make it easier to govern the country, while it would gra- 
tify a favorite passion of the youth of the nation. Louis Phil- 
lippe does not want war, but it may be forced upon him. Let 
us not afford the chance of war, but rather by high duties on 
silks make Lyons uneasy. * * * * Ifthe Estafette should 
Lring any thing more, you shall have it.”’ 





*This no doubt is intended for the French minister, at Wash- 
ington. 
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A London paper of the latest date reveived has the 
following paragraph: 

With regard to the American question, our Paris letter states 
that the general epinion resolves itself into an uncertainty 
whether ministers shall be able to carry the bill through the 
chamber, and thus maintain themselves in oflice, and whether 
or not the American government may not take the withdrawal 
of the French minister from Washington, and the notification 
to Mr. Livingston, the American minister in Paris, as a mortal 
affront, to be resented by immediate hostilities. The great pro- 


bability is, however, that the menaced collision will not take 
place. 


The ‘Liverpool (tory) Standard” is hugely pleased 
with the prospect of a war between France and the Unit- 
ed States. We cannot make room for the arguments 
of the editor concerning the relations of the parties to- 
day—but they may be worth a record. They ‘‘hiss-on’’ 
toa fight! The tollowing are some of the writer’s spe- 
culations as to what would happen in case of war: 

‘“No American would be allowed to enter Liverpool. The 
packets with their gaudy woods, their vulgar adornments, their 
ostentatious brass, paint, polish, rocking chairs, glass rails, 
hickory pannels, and cheap books most vilely lettered in gold, 
these would be stopped. Liverpool would then be able to orga- 
nise a more substantial, equally attractive, and more durable 
line of packets. 


* * * 


New York, Boston, Philadelphia and New Orleans, would 
be blockaded The first object of the French would be to make 
themselves masters of New Orleans, 

Once in possession of New Orleans, they would take care to 
keep it. It would be a most convenient station during the war, 
and valuable colony to France under any circumstanes. The 
president boasts of his warlike marine, and hints that the high 
seas, &c. This is all swagger, and the general knows it. 

* * * * * 


The gilded and glaring packets would be shut up and left to 
rot in the harbors of N. York, Boston and Philadeiphia. They 
might run cargoes of cotton under the British colors; they 
might carry on a sort of smuggling trade by hauling down the 
‘‘striped bunting” and hoisting a proud union jack of Old Eng- 
land, &c. 

a 


* % + * 

Doth parties are now compromised. America bas threaten- 
ed—France defies: the gauntlet thrown down in surly anger, 
has been taken up in cold hauteur, and both parties must settle 
their differences in the best way they can. Courage! mon ami 
Louis Pariiurrre!—fight brother Jonathan!’? 

These are fine specimens of genuine Bull-ism, of the 
‘old school”—but not of the liberal and enlightened 
Englishmen of the present days of reform. Though that, 
perhaps, is quite enough directed to the ‘main chance”’ 
—ora calculation of ‘profit and loss” on the ledger of 
the nation. A war between France and the United 
States would do more for British ‘“‘supremacy” on the 
ocean, than many battles of the Wile or of Trafalgar, in 
the injuries to be suffered by both parties in destroying 
their nurseries for seamen, and the loss of their vessels, 
mercantile, and fishing and military. 

When, on Saturday last, the officers of the French brig 
of war, d’Assas, landed at Castle Garden, New York, 
they were met by a mob of raggamuffin ‘‘hurrah boys,” 
who opposed their advance. Wondering what this meant 
—they, however, proceeded forward; but were followed 
by several hundred bawling wretches, until they reached 
the house of the consul-general of France! Their ruf- 
fian conduct and cries were immediately reported by the 
consul to the mavror; who, forthwith, acted as a gen- 
tleman should do—and further, on Monday, (honored as 
the birth-day of WasmineTon), the artillery corps having 
fired a salute, which was returned by the French brig, 
the commandant landed, and was received by the mayor 
and gen. Morton, and repeatedly cheered on his way to 
the residence of the Jatter, where he partook of a colla- 
tion prepared for the oceasion. And so the a /a lantern 
noliticians were quieted. 

On the receipt of the news from France by the Orphe- 
us the marine stocks in New York experienced a decline 
of 10@12 per cent. ‘The intelligence by the Sully seems 
to have restored them to their former prices. Premiums 
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of insurance also are said to have been reduced to their 
former rates. Weare glad at these results, and hope 
that they rest upon a just foundation. 


It is now gravely stated as a fact, that the emperor of 
Russia, on account of the acknowledgment of the Ame- 
rican claims, has made a serious one on France on be- 
half of the kingdom of Poland! That admitted, will 
Prussia, Austria, Holland, Spain, Portugal, and the 
kingdoms and states of Germany, Italy, &c. &c. not pre- 
sent theirs? 


frg-We have no new opinion to give as to our relations 
with France. here is no present necessity for war, and 
we do not think that it will ensue. The Aonor of the mat- 
ter is now thrown upon France—itisa money-affair with 
us, and we have faith that Franee will redeem her honor; 
if not, we have efficient, yet peaceful, ren.edies to coerce 
it. The king is beset with difficulties. This does not 
satisfy our claim, though excusing him—he cannot force 
the payment of a debt that he acknowledges just. The 
chambers hold the purse-strings. ‘They are supposed to 
represent the interests of the people of France, and it is 
these interests that must be attacked, through the pro- 
ductions of French industry. ‘This may easily and cer- 
tainly be done. But if the house of representatives shall 
act in correspondence with the senate, we have now a 
strong hope that the whole matter will be promptly set- 
tled—though entangled by new questions, of an annoy- 
ing rather than of an important character. But we hope 


that neither party will insist upon them, and concede to | 
each other something in a spirit of peace—not in that of 


submission. ‘This cannot be expected of either. 

Other persons, however, differ with us in opinion as 
to these matters. But the prints that are friendly to the 
administration speak of them in a softer tone, while 
others, in opposition, say that war is inevitable. That, 
however, will not happen immediately.* It is urged 
that the new congress should be convened—if so, there 
must be special meetings of the legislatures of several of 
the states. 

We have copies of the papers transmitted by the pre- 
sident on Thursday last to both houses of congress, being 
certain letters and their enclosures from Mr. Livingston 
of the 14th Jan. and the reply of Mr. Forsyth. They 
shed little, if any, new light on the subject—unless to 
shew that new questions are about to arise that may tend 
to embarrass old causes for dispute between the two go- 
vernments, ‘These papers shall be recorded in our next 


paper. 


3G@-Mr. Serrurier has left Washington and is now on 
his way to New York, to embark for France. He left 
Baltimore yesterday morning. 

A queer little debate took place in the house of repre- 
sentatives on Wednesday last. See proceedings. “Go 
the whole!” 


To Mr. Poindexter’s case, as stated in the proceedings 
of the senate, we desired to have added several other pa- 
a inclading a long statement from the ‘‘Globe,” &e. 

ut the whole could not be *‘got-in,” and we thought it 
better, also, to wait until the report of the committee of 
the senate could be added. It will be seen that no 
member of that committee has been able to find the 
shadow of a suspicion against Mr. P. 

This case is one of the most extraordinary, all things 
eonsidered, that we have ever met with. 


The navy bill passed the house of representatives last 
week—through the indefatigable exertions of col. Wat- 
mough—not, however, as he wished it; but with the most 
liberal and just provisions that could be obtained for this 
arm of the national defence. All has not been done that 
should—but if the bill becomes a law, a brief and partial 
measure of justice being rendered, may open the way for 
a more perfect and general arrangement hereafter. It is 


probable that the war prospects had a favorable effect as 
to the passage of this bill. 





*The house of representatives is evidently indisposed to act 


on sa. subject—and, indeed, there is not time to act conside- 
rately. 








| The navy bill, which lately passed the house of repre- 


sentatives, provides for the pay of the officers of the na- 
vy, as follows: 
e300. captains on duty, $4;500—leave or waiting orders, 

All other captains commanding squadrons, 4,000—other duty 
3,500—leave or waiting orders, 2,500. 

Master commandants, 2,500—other duty, 2,100—leave or 
waiting orders, 1,800. 

Lieutenant commandant, 1,800—other duty, 1,500—leave or 
waiting orders, 1,200. 

Passed midshipmen, sea, 750—other duty, 600—leave or wait- 
ing orders, 550. 

Midshipmen, sea, 400—other duty, 350—leave or waiting or- 
ders, 300. 


To all officers 10 cents per mile transportation, and one ration 
when at sea, 


The ‘‘National Intelligencer” says— 

An important bill, to amend the judicial system, has passed 
the senate by a large majority, and is now before the house of 
| representatives. ‘The bill dismembers the fourth circuit, which 
now consists of the districts of Maryland and Delaware. It at- 
taches Delaware to the third cireuit, (judge Baldwin’s), and 
Maryland to the fifth circuit, (judge Marshall’s), which, by the 
bill with this addition, is to constitute the fourth circuit. In 
other words, judge Baldwin’s circuit, under the new bill, should 
it become a law, would consist of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
and Delaware, and chief justice Marshall's circuit would con- 
sist of Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina. Sonth Caroli- 
na and Georgia would constitute one circuit as hevetofore (to 
be the fifih). Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi would con- 
stitute the sixth; Ohio, Tennessee, and Kentucky, the seventh; 
and Ludiana, Illinois and Missouri, the eighth circuit. The 
bill passed by a vote of 31 yeas to 5 nays. 

The bill that has passed the senate for the relief of the 
cities of the District, grants $70,000 to Washington, and 
$17,500 each to the corporations of Alexandria and 
Georgetown—for one year only, The bill proposed this 
allowance for five years, when, if ever, it may be hoped 
that the cities will be relieved of the burthen of the in- 
terest payable on their stock in the Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal, 

We have a pleasant prospect that Maryland will de- 
cidedly take up the business of providing ways and 
means to carry this canal to the coul mines at Cumber- 
land. It will be a noble effort—and, as we believe, be- 
come a profitable investment, as well for the state as for 
the people of the state. ‘The west” will then be reach- 
ed from Baltimore with the expenditere of much less 
money and time than from any other eity on the sea~ 
board; and an immense trade be carried on in the coal, 
lumber, &c. of our mountains—now nearly valueless be- 
cause not much used, 


-_ 


The packet ship Britannia, arrived at New York last 
week from Liverpool, brought a cargo that eost 547,000 
dollars, of which $50,000 were in gold; and the splendid 
packet ship Sovereign, for New York from London, was, 
on the 17th ult. wrecked on Squam Beach, 30 miles be- 
low Sandy Hook, during a storm of sleet. The ship 
would be lost, but some of the cargo saved. One of the 
cabin passengers was drowned—all else got safe on 
shore. She was loaded with dry goods, brandy and 


wines, and had on board about two hundred thousand 
dollars in gold. 


An awful affair happened in our city on Wednesday 
night, at about 10 o’clock. The range of stables in the 
rear of the Western hotel, at the corner of Howard and 
Saratoga streets, being on fire, the firemen attended with 
their usual promptitude and zeal, and it was soon discover- 
ed that the destruction would be confined to the buildings 
in which it originated, though of a very combustible na- 
ture, and in a confined location—the horses and carriages 
being all saved; but in the midst of their operations, one 
of the stable walls fell, and instantly killed four firemen, 
and badly wounding several others. [t was a horrid 
scene. The following are the names of the persons kill- 
ed—W illiam MeNelly, journeyman cooper; Stewart D. 
Downes, tailor; Michael Moran, tailor; and William 
Macklin, carpenter—the two latter being apprentices. 
Mr. Downes has left a wife and five children, 

The fire department met, and took charge of the in- 





terment of the remains of these unfortunate men, and, 
after a long procession, with imposing and appropriate 
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ceremonies, assisted by a large body of **Odd Fellows,” 
Mr. D. having been an approved member of that body, 
deposited them in the earth, in the most feeling and re- 
spectful manner. 

We shall probably give a more particular account of 
these things for the sake of the record. It is the first so 
fatal a case of the kind ever happened in Baltimore. 
The wall broke off close to the surface of the ground, 
and fell ina body. We understand that stadle walls al- 
ways become exceedingly rotten near the bottom of 
them. 


It is said that this fire was surely caused by design! 

A very destructive fire happened at Charleston, S. C. 
in the morning of the 15th inst. It began at the corner 
of State and Lingard street, and soon extended to a mass 
ot wooden buildings to the S. W. and upwards of fifty 
houses were destroyed, mostly of small value. But says 
the account— 

The most striking feature in this calamity is the destruction 
of St. Philip’s church, commonly known as the Old church. 
This venerable structure, which has for more than a century, 
(having been built in 1723), towered among us in all the solem- 
nity and noble proportions of antique architecture—constitut- 
ing a hallowed link between the past and the present—with its 
mouumental memorials of the beloved and honored dead, and 


its splendid new organ, (which cost $4,500), is now a smoking 
ruin. 


A bill is pending before the assembly of New York, 
for an increase of the salaries of the chancellor, justices 
of the supreme court, and the circuit judges. It increases 
the salaries of the first two, to $2,500, and the latter 
to $1,600. The proposed salaries, we think, are not 
sufficiently high. In this great state, men of first rate 
talents and loftiest character, should be obtained, if pos- 
sible. ‘The sum is insufficient to induce such to give up 
their private practice, and especially with the limitation 
as to the period of their service. Chancellor Kent, 
chief justice Spencer, and others, perhaps, were com- 
pelled to retire at the very maturity of their judgment, 
having reached the age of 60. 

— 

The senate of New York have passed a bill, 25 to 2, 
prohibiting the circulation of small notes. We have not 
yet seen the bill. 

The political war in Pennsylvania goes on, though the 
convention is to meeton Wednesday next. ‘The Penn- 
sylvanian say s— 

**We are clearly of opinion and we express it without the 
slightest reservation, that governor Wo Fr cannot be renominat- 
ed, and if renominated, his election will be very doubtful.”? 

On which the Philadelphia Sentinel observes— 

A conclusive answer to the these declarations is to be found 
in the fact, that with but five or six exceptions at most, all the 
delegates to the fourth of March convention are already elected, 
and a large majority of them have either been instructed to vote 
for Georce WotrF, or have received such an intimation of the 


sentiments of their constituents on that point as cannot be 
misunderstood by them. 


Another paper, however, gives the following as the 
return of the delegates elected to the nominating conven- 
tion: 

For Wolf 44, Muhlenberg 44; uncertain 4; disputed 
26; with 15 vacancies. 

There is a strong probability, we think, that Mr. 
Wolf will reeeive the nomination. But whether or no, 
the manner of making delegates in Pennsylvania, shews 
rather the zeal of politicians than the sentiments of the 
people of that commonwealth. 

We hear from Jilinois, that the bill for the establish- 
ment of a state bank, has passed the general assembly 
of that state. 

The charter of the Shawneetown bank has also been 
extended twenty years. 

As we mentioned some time ago, the hard-word paper 
war, between Messrs. Smith and Jarvis, of the house of 
representatives from Maine, we shall briefly notice the 
end of it. 

On the 6th inst. Mr. Smith caused to be laid on the 
tables of the members, a severe attack on the character 
of Mr. Jarvis, on which the latter sent a note to the for- 
mer, through Mr. Lytle, of Ohio, who was authorised 











to arrange matters, &c. Mr. Smith received the note, 
but declined to act upon the invitation, assigning his rea- 
sons to Mr. Lytle. ‘The latter replied rather tartly—he 
wished “no revised history of the controversy,” but ‘‘a 
direct and unequivocal reply,” &e. Mr. Smith then 
said that he should take no further notice of Mr. Jarvis’ 
note. Mr. Lytle declared himself willing to sustain 
Mr, J. saying, ‘‘tyou may consider me as his endorser.” 
But Mr. Smith entertained no ‘‘disrespect” for Mr. L. 
and so the matter ended with the posting of Smith by 
Jarvis, in the delicate words that are used on such im- 
portant occasions. 


-—— 


On account of some irregularities committed by the 
Malays, it has been suggested that a vessel of war should 
cruize off the coast of Sumatra, during the season, to 
protect the reprER trade! 

‘**Protect the pepper trade??? Why, the whole profit 
of this trade is not worth as much as the cost of such a 
cruise would amount to! The dutton factory in Con- 
necticut is worth very many times as much as that trade. 
Why protect the one more than the other? Why pre- 
fer a small trade, in the East Indies, to a large pF at 
home, and shelter that under American cannon? We 
say, as we always have said, protect every branch of 
honest industry—but why protection should be afforded 
to the importation of foreign commodities, and denied to 
the production of others at home—is past our finding out; 
and ‘‘free trade” persons will not instruct us. 

Mr. Branch’s famous speech in the senate of Worth 
Carolina, giving a plain and full narrative of events that 
happened at Washington while he was secretary of the 


navy, has just appeared; and is producing a great ‘‘sen- 
sation.” 


The Trenton and Brunswick turnpike company have 
resolved to lay down rails on their road, notwithstanding 
the legislature of ew Jersey has refused them an aet to 
authorise their doing so, on account of the monopoly 
granted to the Camden and Amboy rail road company. 
This proceeding will take place under advice of some 
of the most distinguished jurists in the United States. 

A very satisfactory survey for a rail road from the city 
of Wilmington to the Susquehannah, (ultimately), has 
been made by Mr. Strickland, and submitted to the come 
mittee of superintendence, and books are soon to be 
opened for subscriptions to the stock. This work, when 
accomplished, will be an important link in the great line 
of communication between the north and the south— 
which, at one time or another, will force itself open; but 
ought, immediately, to be made by the general govern- 
ment for the transportation of the mails in the winter 
season—the dragging of which between Baltimore and 
the Susquehannah, is a tedious, uncertain and laborious 
work. 

The people of Wilmington have taken up this matter 
with a spirit that deserves success, and, we carnestly 
hope, will obtain it. 


Mr. Roman, recently governor of Louisiana, in his 
last message to the legislature of the state, said— 

That the receipts into the state treasury durjng the past year, 
amounted to @582,254; expenditures $500,867. The value of 
exports from Louisiana in 1834 amounted to the extraordinary 
sum of $35,819,185; which is almost double the value of exports 
from the whole United States in 1760. The exports for 1835 the 
governor estimated at about $40,000,000, including 500,000 bales 
of cotton, 100,000 hhds. of sugar, and 25,000 hhds. of tobaceo. 

The export, large as it appears, is only an evidence of 
things that are to come—if the peace, liberty and safety 
of the people of the United States are preserved, the on- 
ward march of improvement ae uninterrupted, 
even though totally abandoned by the federal government 
—among the first purposes of which, one should suppose, 
ought to be a linking together of all the parts of our wide 
ly extended republic—to make an American feel as if ‘‘at 
home” whether overlooking the bay of Fundy or located 
on Key Wesit—at the fountains of the Mississippi, or the 
mouth of the Columbia, on the shores of the Pacific. 
These are mighty distances—but peace, and science, and 
means, will make them near to each other, in a short pe- 
riod of time. Seeing what we have seen, in fifty years 
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what may not be looked for in fifty years to come? If 
Franklin were living now—he would be more anxious to 
return after the fifty years that are to roll over, than he 
was to revisit his native land after the fifty years that 
have just past; and he would say, that the past was only 
a type of the future—the union being preserved: for he 
well knew the FoRCE OF AGGREGATION—and that it is the 
principle of power to beget power, (in a country like our 
own), for a period of time that cannot yet be measured! 

But to return. We have lately seen, as shall be men- 
tioned more at large below, the Thames, of England, 
used to convey an idea of the Mississippi, with its filty- 
fathom-deep flood of waters! The ‘Thames, except so 
far as the tide extends, (about 70 miles), is hardly wor- 
thy of being called a ‘‘spring-head”’ stream, when com- 
pared with the Mississippi. But the Englishman, in this 
case, as well as in many others, (as is the general habit 
of English book-makers, who visit our country), only 
looked at the surface of things! 


We have heard much of the canals of China and other 
countries, including our own—but what are a// these add- 
ed together, when placed by the side of the aggregate 
length of the waters, navigable by steamboats, that have 
their out-let through Louisiana! The valley of the Mis- 
sissippi so called, (though it should be known as that of 
the Missouri, which is the ¢rue ‘‘Father of waters’’), 
has an inland navigation, for large vessels, of hardly less 
than 25,000, and, probably, as much as thirty thou- 
sand miles!—individual distances being cast into one 
grand total! And this is not all—the waters of Lake .Mi- 
chigan may easily, and speedily will be, added, and pos- 
aibly those of Huron and Superior, and all their mighty 
feeders in the far north and ‘‘far west,” if desired—for 
these things are within the reach of human effort, and at 
a very moderate expense compared with the magnificent 
P oses, and unparalleled navigation aimed at in these 

resh water seas. What then—aye, what then? Will 
the ‘“‘eternal thunder,” as it is figuratively called, of the 
cataract of Viagara cease, and the majestic St. Lawrence 
become a weak stream ’—for the “pools” that feed that ca- 
taract and supply that river, are so large, that, as Freneau 
said in his poem ‘‘The wise man taught,’? we might— 
**Souce Great Britain’s island whole in them!’?* 

There is no great cause for *‘special wonder” in the 
things suggested. Huron, which receives the waters of 
Superior, and all beyond, is 31 feet higher than Evie, from 
whence the Niagara river descends—and Michigan is 
only four feet higher than Huron; an out-let, then, from 
the present upper or southern end of Michigan of only 
eight feet, would change the current of the last mention- 
ed lake, and affect that of Huron, the connexion between 
them being enlarged. The head waters of the Ji/inovs 
river, which empties into the Mississipfi, and those of 
the Chicago, of Michigan, approach so near that large 
boats, of 15 or 20 tons, have actnally passed from one to 
the other in seasons of floods. The height of the inter- 
mediate prairie is only eighé feet, and the distance but a 
few miles:+ and from the port of Chicago, (which is about 
to become a at seat of commerce), to the present 
steamboat navigation of the Ji/inois, we understand is no 
more than 70 or 80 miles; and it is not probable that be- 





*We have not seen this poem for more than a score of years. 
The story runs thus: a young American “having no wife or 
child to keep him home,” took a ‘‘roam”?’ over Britain, and, stop- 
ping at Edinburgh, was shewn many great things, and told of— 

**Herschell’s glass, 
“Which shewed all that in the peopled moon did pass, 
‘And brought the inhabitants of the dog-star nigh!”’ 
‘And of a thing, 
“They did in London keep, yclep’d a king,”’ &c. 

But he, in turn, wishing to say something of his own land— 
**One arose, and stalking grandly, as their manner is, 
Towards a map of Scotland turn’d his nose, 

**And said, what is America by this? 

“By that, sir, the republican replied, 

**As he askance the golden fram’d map eyed— 

**Why, sir, in America we’ve pools 

**In which to souce Great Britain’s island whole— 

‘In which your ablest navigating squires, with persevering 
skill and patience meek, 

**Might seek ‘the distant port of their desires, and would’nt 
find it in a week!” 

tin this prairie there are some little valleys—through which 
the waters of the lake, when high, partially f cd the head 
streams of the Illinois, 
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tween these two points there are more than 20 feet differ- 
ence in elevation, the Illinois being a very sluggish stream. 
The cost of a large canal, through a country that is almost 
a plane, is hardly worth an estimate, the object being 
considered. ‘The passage of the waters south, instead of 
east as they now pass, may be easily subject to human 
regulation, however; and, for the safety of property on 
the lower Mississippi, might be used only to increase 
the volume of the d/dinois. And this is all that can be 
desired—for though it would be easy to change the cur- 
rent of all the vast waters from the east to the south— 
how could they be disposed of? So the cataract must 
remain, and thunder on!+ 

A statistical table of the length of the several rivers of 
the great valley would be highly interesting, if prepared 
with care, and by some one well informed concerning the 
western rivers. ‘The lengths of several large streams, as 
fiited for steamboat navigation, are not yet ascertained, 
but may be ‘*guessed” with sufficient accuracy. Were 
the facts offered in a condensed form, we should be as 
well gratified as astonished—for the Nile and the Niger, 
with the vast rivers of Asia and Europe, all united, would 
fall short of such a line of steamboat navigation as would 
be thus presented—some of the tributaries of the ‘*Father 
of waters” excelling the longest and largest of these. 

Hoping that some gentleman qualified, will prepare, 
(and send to us), the statistical article suggested, we 
tuke leave to offer a plan for its formation— 

ist.—The steam navigation of the Mississippi, so eall- 
ed, for vessels of 50 tons, from the Balize tothe Falls 
of St. Anthony, if so far uninterruptedly navigable by such 
vessels, in miles. 

2d.—Then, the tributaries, say on the east bank of the 
Mississippi, to the upper point established on that river— 
with like establishments as to the length of the several 
tributaries to these tributaries, in regular order, and of 
the tributaries of these tributaries under the same rule, 
as they come from the north or the south, the east or the 
west. “hus—on the east side of the Mississippi—the 
‘Ohio, on the south side has the Tennessee, Cumberland, 
&e. and on the north side the Wabash, &e. and the Mis- 
souri has it on its north side the Chariton, Grand River, 
and on its south side the Gasconade, Osage, Ke. and, the 
length of the tributary, being stated, with that of add its 
tributaries, and ¢he/r tributaries being added, in the same 
order—we should accomplish the purpose desired; shew- 
ing first the steam navigation of the Mississippi, and 
then that of add the rivers emptying into it, to produce a 
grand and unparalleled total of continuous natural chan- 
nels of interior communication, through a district of 
country, which ‘‘take it all in all,” as rich, if not the 
richest, that the sun shines upon. 

It is not to be supposed that all the trade of this vast 
country will seek an out-let only into the Gulf of Mexico. 
Mighty works of art, some of them already in action or 
in progress, will come into alliance with these works 
of nature. Lake Erie, which was a dreary waste only 
about 20 years ago, is clouded by the smoke of steam- 
boats, and whitened by the canvass of hundreds of ves- 
sels, and yet we are hardly at the full deginning of such 
things! The country that is drained by the Mississippi, 
(within the life-time of a child now born), will be popu- 
lated with fifty million of human beings. Mew York, 
by her present and other canals and rail roads, will, 
through canals or roads in Ohio, Indiana and Iilinois, 
receive a large proportion of the trade of this multitudi- 
nous people, and Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia, 
by works now contemplated or in actual progress, partici- 
pate freely in the commerce of the west—so even, per- 
haps, S. Carolina; for who shall dare to set a limit to the 
march of improvement—the advance of scientific power? 
The eastern states cannot directly enter into this trade; 
but indirectly, they will have a fuli share of its benefits. 
And such is the prospect of things, that the time may 





tif the recollection of our readings is correct, we think it is 
the opinion of those who have studied and examined the geolo- 
gy of the great western country, that all the mighty waters of 
the north, with others far more extensive, had their out Jet at 
the south, and that the majestic cataract of the Niagara isa 
modern affair!!! A close view of the map, and a brief knowledge 
of facts that are established, certainly lead to this conclusion. 


What was then the state of what is now called the valley of the 
Mississippi? 
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arrive, when, rather than encounter the dangerous naviga- 
tion of the Gulf of Mexico, an inland route, in many 
cases, may be preferred even from the city of New Or- 
leans. 

Less than sixty years ago, with about two millions of 
eople, our fathers ‘‘rebelled” against Great Britain; 
ut the term redellion was changed into that of revolution 

by the success that attended the soldiers of liberty. We 
have now fourteen millions; and, at the same rate of 
increase, in 60 years more, should have ninety-eight mil- 
lions. But this rate will hardly be kept up, and it is 
probable that thirty years may be required to double our 
population, after two or three censuses more; and main- 
tained that rate of increase will be, if we have peace Within 
ourselves, until hundreds of millions of acres more of 
wild lands are subjected tothe plough! ‘The next census 
will shew a population larger than that of Great Britain; 
and the next, (in 1850), an amountequal to that of all the 
British dominions in Europe. And yet we are disparaged 
because we have not old castles and o/d palaces, old lords, 
and o/d established priests, &c. kc. as if such things are 
better than new houses, new lands, and a new and vigo- 
rous population, yet hardly passed into the gristle of its 
manhood, though filled with a spirit of enterprise, and 
daring any thing that other men dare attempt. Why, 
even now, a party of Yankees are about 2,000 miles in 
the heart of Africa, to catch a cameleopard, and bring it 
to Boston! 

And besides, to all that is old, (if there is virtue in 
things because they are old), we have as much claim to 
them—to Bacon, and Newton, Shakspeare and Milton, 
as any waiting woman or strolling player, impertinent 
captain, or cock-neigh fool, that ever visited our land: and ! 
we have also contributed a full share to the advancement | 
of the useful arts, and the gigantic march of science over 
matter. Is not the quadrant ours?—the steamboat ours?— 
the locomotive power on land ours,” &e.§ 

But we are led away from our subject, in being about 
to notice the person, who spoke of the width of the 
‘Thames to give an idea of the Mississippi, above refer- 
red to, which would have escaped our notice, unless on 
account of other matters so peculiarly of the cock-neigh, | 
breed. 

A certain captain Cooke, who was, or says that he 
was, at the battle of New Orleans, has just made another 
book about that affair. ‘This noble captain must have 
been a close reader of the “Richmond Enquirer” or 
‘“‘Albany Argus” of 1823-4, seeing that he sneeringly 
speaks of ‘*.dudrew Jackson, rsquine,” as commanding 
the Americans on that occasion! But captain Cooke, 
after the battle of the 8th January, retiring from the af- | 
fray in which his fellows were cut down like grass be- 
fore the sythe of the mower, and floundering through the 
mud, which spoiled his pretty clothes and nearly suffocat- 
ed him, and so forth and so forth, acknowledges squire | 
Jackson, to be GENERAL Juckson—tfor which we are much 
ebliged to him! 

And as to the Mississippi, of itself, eapt. Cooke might 
easily be excused. Our once valued and intelligent friend, 
Isaac Briggs, long deceased, (who was sent out by 
president Jefferson to explore the country, soon after the 
cession of Louisiana) more than once said to us, that, 
accustomed to the broad rivers of Maryland, he felt) 
something like disappointment when first seeing the 
Mississippi—but fe did not stop at the surface of things 
—and, with the line and the plummet, said he, ‘*/ found 
THE Mississippi.”? We think that its depth at the place 
he sounded was about six hundred feet! We may not 
remember correctly, but well remember that, on first | 
hearing his statement, a repetition of it was requested | 
that we might understand him rightly. 

We have now, if possessing nothing to boast of in old | 
eastles and o/d customs, a wonderful amount ot the bless- | 
ings of ProvipeNce to exeite us to wuty, peace and | 

§The first application of steam, to move bodies on land, was 
made by Olivar Evans, long before the steamboat of Fulton 
was perfected. And what has not the cotton gin, and the card- | 
making machine, done for Great Britain? But our present pur- 
pose is not to pass into a detail of such matters—we may, 
however, point to our seamen and fishermen, and their ships— 
an Englishman’s choice subject for “blowing’”’ about, with re- 
ference to his uwn. Americans have produced a revolution in 
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concord, and induce us to look forward to a first rank 
among all the nations of the earth, hoping that the pow- 
er to do evil will always be restrained by the desire to do 
good unto all men, under just and wholesome provisions 
for the maintenance of “orpER, LIBERTY AND Law.” 
To this great and glorious result that a new and near ge- 
neration ought to enjoy, tolerance in opinions, religious 
or political—industry and enterprise—intelligent minds 
through education, and virtuous habits by the force of 
example, are indispensably necessary: and the more so 
in us, now living—seeing that a NATIONAL CHA- 
RACTER has not yet been established in the United 
States. We deeply regret to say ‘‘not yet”—but, surely, 
such is the truth. Perhaps, we have not long enough 
been a ‘‘separated people” to form one—and this is cer- 
tain, that we have been too busy in felling the forest, 
clearing the land, building up villages, towns and cities, 
with workshops and machinery, and ships and other ves- 
sels, &c. &e. to think much about it! esides, our mi- 
gratory habits, and the distances from one another at 
which we are located, (for the want of those conveyances 
which are now promised)—and the overflow from Eu- 
rope still has a powerful operation against the formation 
of a national character. The wretched white slave, or 
miserable pauper, has to undergo a sort of regeneration 
before he is truly fitted for citizenship with us. It takes 
him along time to find out that obedience to the laws 
and a tolerant spirit, is compatible with what he wildly 
considers liberty—and that the sweetest of bread is that 
grown upon his own land, or earned by the sweat of his 
own brow. Intelligent men are pretty much the same 
in all countries—but the mass of stupidity cast upon us, 
as well of itself, as because of its example, though add- 
ing to our numerical foree, retards the general progress 
to national character and national feeling. Political 
differences and sectional prejudices, with certain unfor- 
tunate circumstances, also, are severely against us—but 
there is a hope that most of these things, if not recon- 
ciled, may be quieted, and the republic be permitted to 
march forward to its high destinies in unity, peace and 


| prosperity—moderation being observed by all parties. 


Many lives were lost and much damage sustained by a 
hurricane that swept over a part of Mississippi and Loui- 
siana, on the 4th ult. 


oe 


The ‘‘Boston Atlas” says— 

We are happy to bear that the veteran, commodore Rogers, 
is to take command of the frigate Constitution after her arrival 
at New York, and will proceed in her to the Mediterranean,— 
On his arrival there, he will assume the command of the squa- 
dron. 

(Accounts from Washington, however, represent the 
venerable commodre as in a bad state of health. } 


The “Boston Advocate” says— 

For several days past the supreme court room has been 
thronged with eager auditors to the suit of Baker and Homer, 
which was an action for 8,000 dollars damages, charging the de- 
fendant with poisoning a large number of the plaintiff’s horses. 
The most distinguished counsel were engaged in the ease on 
both sides, and some progress had been made in the examina- 
tion of witnesses for the plaintiff, when the defendant was 
taken suddenly ill, and the case was in consequence postpon- 
ed. Yesterday it transpired that Mr. Homer had died very 
suddenly about one o’eclock, so that the suit falls of course. 
Mr. Homer was a man of large estate. [It is given to be un- 
derstood that he poisoned himself] 


ee 


We have another brief chapter on the “right of in- 
struction,” in the following proceedings of the people of 
Chowan and Tyrell counties, Worth Carolina: 

Whereas all political power in this state is vested in and de- 
rived from the people only, and the people alone have unques- 
tioned right to control and direct their publie agents, and any 
attempt to exercise this power by any other tribunal is sheer 
usurpation on the rights of the people; and whereas it is the 
duty of the people when their rights have been invaded, peace- 
fully to assemble together and protest against such assumptions 
of power—assert their own rights and prerogatives, and endea- 
vor to arouse their fellow citizens throughout the state toa 
sense of their danger and duty: 

Resolved, therefore, That the legislature of this state, at its 
past session, in asserting and exercising the power of instruct- 
ing the senators of this state in the congress of the United 
States, were guilty of usurpation and a glaring violation upon 
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Resolved, That our senators in congress are not the repre- 
sentatives of the legislature of the state, but the representatives 
of the sovereignty of the state of North Carolina, and that con- 
sequently the legislature have neither the inherent constituent 
mor coustitutional right to instruct our senators. 


The ‘Charleston Courier” says— 

General Wade Hampton, of South Carolina, died at his resi- 
dence in Columbia, on the 4th inst. in the 81st year of his age. 
General Hampton served with great gallantry in the war of the 
revolution, and, though then a mere youth, was, with one or 
more of his brothers, distinguished in the partisan warfare 
under Marion and Sumter, in South Carolina. During the late 
war with Great Britain he commanded a brigade on the north- 
ern frontier. He was one of the wealthiest men, if not the 
wealthiest, in the whoie southern country. 


The following is from the ‘‘Boston Transcript.” Is 
there no possibility of abating the nuisance presented, 
eases of which abound amongst us, and are to be met 
with every where. 


An ish woman and her six young children, have been 
supported for several months past in an almshouse in this vici- 
nity. The husband and father is also hereabouts; he is a jour- 
meyman mechanic, but too indolent or too inefficient to support 
any part of his family. He states that they received parish re- 
lief in England, and that their passage to Philadelphia was paid 
dy the parish. 


The “National Intelligencer” says— 

‘The proposition of Mr. Senator Kent, of Maryland, to amend 
the constitution, so as to reduce the absolutism of the veto 
upon bills that have passed congress, which the constitution 
now allows to the president of the United States, on the 20th 
inst. came up for consideration in the senate. Mr. Kent deli- 
vered, in support of it, an effective speech of some length, 
which we shall take care to report at large hereafter, and 
which, in fact, deserves to be widely circulated. After which, 
dn consequence of the lateness of the session, leaving no suffi- 
cient time for the thorough discussion of a question of 30 much 
importance, the resolution was ordered to lie on the table, with 
the understanding that it was not to be called up again at this 
Session. 

Senator elected in Massachuseitts— 

A fourth choice of senator took place in the house of repre- 
sentatives of Massachusetts on the 7th inst. which resulted, as 
did the three preceding, in the election of governor Davis, on 
its part, whose name was again returned to the senate for con- 
currence. The ballots stood—for John Davis 302; John Quincy 
Adams 171; William Baylies 30; J. C. Bates 28; scattering 11— 
aotal 542. < 

The preceding choice being again sent to the senate, 
four ballots were had, and resulted as follows, Mr. 
Adams having been withdrawn—for Mr. Davis 20, Isaac 


©. Bates 11, Wm. Baylies 8. So Mr. Davis was elected 
by a majority of one vote. 


-_-— 


The ice having departed, fifty sail of vessels arrived 
at Baltimore on Saturday last, and a considerable stir in 
business has since taken place. 


From the ‘‘Army and Navy Chronicle” 

Some idea may be formed of the insatiable desire for public 
employment, by the number of applications for appointment in 
the military and naval service. 

We have taken some pains to asceriain the numbers for the 
different grades ia which original appointments are made; and 
though we cannot arrive at.precise accuracy, the following ap- 
proaches near it: 


Army. No. of applicants. No. appointed, 


Paymasters, 58 (44 sinee 1830.) 
Medical staff, 250 
Cadete, 265 

Navy. 
Assistant surgeons, 524 (since 1825) 52 
Pursers, 435 (since 1812) 54 
Midshipmen, 1,420 (since 1828) Q31 
Marine corps, 378 (since 1828) 31 
Miscellaneous, 688 (since 1829) unknown. 


This last head embraces the civil department of the navy, 
and warrant officers on board of vessels of war. 


The condition of Ivcland is thus briefly, but strongly, 
described in the January number of the **London New 
Monthly ’"— 

“Tell me of the cottage, Loggin.’? 

God bless you, mi’am dear, you’re cruel fond of hearing of 
2ottages; sure the history of most of them to this country is 
alike; a wedding, and little to begin with—a power of children, 
and little to give them—rack rent for the bit of land, turned 
out, bag and baggage, for that or the title—beggary, starvation, 


om ee 


sickness, death! That’s a poor Irishman’s calendar, since the 
world was a world, barrin here and there, now and then, when 
he gets a sight of good fortune, by mistake. 
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ITEMS. 

A much valued gentleman, Elisha Tibbetts, esq. of the city of 
New York, and brother of the venerable mayor of Troy, was 
lately killed at Newberg, N. Y. by the upsetting of a stage. He 
was an intelligent and enterprising merchant. 


The Alexandria Gazette says—The president, under authori- 
ty of an act of congress, has given the lion presented to 
him by the emperor of Morocco to the orphan asylums of Wash- 
ington and Georgetown, and a committee on behalf of those in- 
stitutions offer the lion for sale at public auction, in Washing- 
ton, on the 2ist of March next. 


The Norfolk Herald states that four companies of United 
States troops are to leave Fortress Monroe for St. Augustine, 
and proceed thence into the Indian country, to quell the pre- 
sent or prevent future disturbances. Brig. gen. Clinch will 
command the whole force in that district. 


A young man named McLaughlin, while performing the part 
of Bertram, at the Nashville theatre, by some great act of care- 
lessness, committed the suicide which he imtended only to 
represent, by plunging a kinfe into his own breast. 


It appears from a letter received this week from a respectable 
Polish emigrant, at New Orleans, that about 20 of his country- 
men, not meeting with any means of support, and totally with- 
out funds, departed from New Orleans for Mexico, by land, 
through the Texas country. Having no guide, nor knowledge 
of the wilderness route, they became utterly lost, when they 
were fiercely attacked by the Indians. 

The Poles had but few guns, but maintained a long and 
bloedy conflict, until they had killed a large number of their 
enemy. They, however, suffered severely having had two of 
their number slain, and the remainder wounded. Only one 
Pole was able to reach New Orleans. { Louisville Journal. 


Human life appears quite cheap, in the south west. We 
have, probably, heard of more than twenty-five fatal affrays 
within a week past, in which one of the parties was shot down, 
or otherwise instantly killed.* It would appear that a large 
number of the people are constantly armed! The tollowing is 
one of the many cases of violence that we see stated— 

**A rencounter lately took place in the house of representa- 
tives of Louisiana which produced a great sensation in New 
Orleans. On the 3d instant, about ten o’clock, a little before 
the usual time of the meeting of the house, Mr. Grymes,a dis- 
tinguished lawyer of New Orleans, entered the hall, and ad- 
vancing towards Mr. Labranche, the speaker of the house, who 
was standing near the clerk’s desk, raised his cane and struck 
him, whereupon Mr. Labranche drew a pistol and fired at Mr. 
Grymes. ‘The ball passed through the lappel of Mr. G’s over- 
coat. Immediately upon being fired at, he dropt the cane, 
drew a pistol, and returned the fire of Mr. Labraneche, who was 
retreating through the clerk’s door, and fell near it, wounded. 
The wound, we believe, is not dangerous. 

‘‘Mr. Grymes was summoned to the bar of the house to be 
tried for this assault on its speaker. He eommenced by pro- 
testing against the power of the house to arraign him, assert- 
ing that the only power of this nature granted it by the con- 
stitution was that of punishing its own members by expulsion 
or otherwise. The question whether the house had jurisdic- 
tion in the affair, after being warmly debated, was decided in 
the affirmative. Mr. Grymes acquiesced in the decision and 
answered the intnrrogations put to him, admitting that he had 
struck the speaker, but that he had not drawn his pistol until 
he was shot at, and denying that he had violated any of the 
privileges of the house. 

“Several witnesses were examined, the substance of whose 
testimony we have given above. The result of the trial was 
that Mr. Grymes was reprimanded.”? 


A Boston paper says—for several years past the proprietors 
of the Tremont theatre, at Boston, have been lessees of the 
Federal street theatre, at an annual rent of $3,500. These les- 
sees have recently under-let the building to several gentlemen 
at $1,500, on condition that they shall not use it as a theatre, 
but as a church. 


John McKim, jr. esq. has been elected president of the branch 
bank of the United States, in Baltimore, in the place of William 
Patterson, esq. deceased. 


From Morristown, N. J. under date of Feb. 10, we learn that 





the large Presbyterian church at Mendham, six or seven miles 
from that town, took fire from a barrel of ashes standing ina 
corner, and was burnt to the ground. The building was not 
insured, and is said to have cost $10,000. 

If the property had belonged te the person who thus saved the 


ashes, we do not know that he ought to be pitied—on account 
of the loss. 


The sum of 810,000 is about to be raised by subecription, by 
the citizens of Rochester, N. Y. for the purpose of enabling the 





*In one case, at Liltle Rock, Ark. one of the parties was in- 





stantly killed, and the other mortally wounded. They had, 
until.2 few hours before, been “bosom friends.”? 
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Methodist society to rebuild their church which was recently 
destroyed by fire. 


We understand that the citizens of Penn- Yan, who feel ag- 
grieved at the diversion of the waters of the out let of the 
Crooked Lake, from their mills, &c. to feed the canal, turned 
out in a body, on Saturday last, and blew the state dam sky 
high! [Albany Eve. Journal. 


Mr. Wilkins, ambassador from the United States, and prince 
Suzzo, the Greek ambassador, were presented, December 28, 
to the Cesarowitch, prinee Alexander. 


Married in Canterbury, N. H. by themselves, Mr. Josiah 
Haines to Miss Polly Ames. This sacred right was performed 
in the presence of a number of respectable friends, in a plain 
republican manner. Standing face to face in a solemn and re- 
spectable posture, they rehearsed the marriage vows, declared 


themselves man and wife, without the formal assistance of a 
clergyman. 


A boy at Providence a short time since crept under a planing 
machine to get some shavings, an* raising his head uncautious- 
ly it was shaved clean off just above the ears. 


= +9 8 B Btn 
TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS—SECOND SESSION. 
SENATE. 
February 20. Mr. Webster reported, without amendment, 
the bill to suspend the operation of portions of the tenth and 
twelfth clauses of the seventh section of the act supplementary 
to the act imposing duties on imports of July, 1832. 

Mr. Webster explained the nature of the bill and shewed the 
necessity for its passage, and it was, thereupon, ordered toa 
third reading. [Passed the next day.] 

Mr. Silsbee reported a bill to allow a drawback on imported 
hemp when manufactured into cordage—read, &c. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Kent, sometime since, propos- 
ing an amendment to the constitution concerning the veto pow- 
er, waa taken up. 

Mr. Kent addressed the senate at considerable length on the 
necessity for adopting his resolution. 

Mr. Clay, after briefly complimenting the mover of the propo- 
sition for the correctness of his views and the ability with which 
he had preseated them, moved that the resolution be laid on the 
table, which motion prevailed. 

The senate proceeded to consider the bill to repeal the first 
and second sections of the act to limit the term of office of cer- 
tain officers therein named. 

The question being on the passage of the bill— 

Mr. Poindexter addressed the senate in its favor. 

Mr. Calhoun replied at length to the remarks which had been 

made in Opposition to the bill. 
Messrs. Kane, Talimadge and Hill spoke in opposition to the 
bill. The latter gentleman moved an amendment to recommit 
the bill with instructions to report an additional section pro- 
viding that, in all deliberations on nominations they shall be 
conducted with open doors and each senator assign bis reasons 
for his vote: he afterwards withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Benton then moved to recommit the bill with instructions 
to confine the operation of the third section to the class of offi- 
cers named in the first section; and in other sections to make 
such changes as would conform the bill to the bill of 1826. He 
wished to avoid touching in any way the power of the president 
te make removals. 

Mr. Calhoun replied, that the difference between the two bills 
was merely verbal; that the bill implies the power of removal 
in the president. Mr. C. then read from the report of Mr. Ben- 
ton, in 1826, to shew that he had then thought that the president 
had no power to remove from office those appointed by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate, without the concur- 
rence of the senate. 

Messrs. Webster and Leigh wished the bill made to conform 
with the bill of 1826, the former wished that the bill might, in- 
gtead of being recommitted, be amended by general consent. 

Mr. Cuthbert, wished the bill recommitted. 

Mr. White would vote for the recommitment, to have the bill 
amended so as to compel the president to give his reasons for 
the removal of a certain class of officers. 

Mr. Benton withdrew his instructions, and the senate agreed 
to the recommitment of the bill. 

Mr. Webster moved that the committee have leave to sit dur- 
ing the session, which was granted. 

Some conversation then took place as to the operation of the 
rule, which would prevent final action on the bill to-night. 

The committee then obtained leave to sit, and retired to 
amend the bill. 

In « few minutes the committee retureed, and 

Mr. Calhoun reported the bill with amendments, conformable 
to the understanding of the senate. 

The amendments were then concurred in, and the bill was 
reported to the senate. The amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. Hill moved to amend the bill by adding the first clause of 
the proposition he had offered, which provides that all delibera.- 
tions on nominations shall be with open doors, and asked for 
the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. Buchanan wished the amendment to be withdrawn. It 
waa too late an hour to make so important an amendment.— 
He must vote againat it. 

The question was then taken, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Hill, Kane, Linn—3, 
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NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, Buchan- 
an, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Cuthbert, Ewing, Goldsborough, 
Hendricks, Kent, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Leigh, 
McKean, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Shepley. Silebee, 
Smith, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, ‘I'yler, 
Webster, White, Wright—40. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
The senate adjourned at6 o’clock. 


February 21. Communications from the treasury and war 
departments were received. : 

Mr. Silsbee presented memorials from five or six hundred citi- 
zens of Salem, two or three hundred citizens of Marblehead, 
and many citizens of Beverly, Massachusetts, recommending a 
non-intercourse with France, as the most effectual measure 
which could be adopted. 

Mr. Calhoun deemed a war with France in our present con- 
dition, the greatest of evils which could befal the country. 

Messrs. King, Brown and Buchanan, expressed the opinion 
that the loss of national honor was an evil of greater magniiude, 
and that we ought to be ready to defend that at all hazards. 

Mr. Poindezter attributed the position in which our affairs 
now stood with France, to the message of the president; and 
stated that there was no risk threatening our national honor, 
until that message provoked it. 

Mr. Benton replied that although the chambers had been sit- 
ting forty-five days before the arrival of the message of the pre- 
sident, the king had not sentin the appropriation bill; but as 
soon as the message was received, the bill was instantly trans- 
mitted to the chambers, which he considered as proof that the 
message would lead to the adjustment of the matter. 

Mr. Leigh expressed regret that the letter of Mr. Livingston 
on the subject of the tone of the message had ever been pub- 
lished, and said that he had fears for the result. 

Mr. Webster said he was surprised that such a debate should 

arise On a motion to print a memorial, considering the iunport- 
ance and delicacy of the question, and the state of the informa- 
tion before the senate. He was not in his place, not oe 
come from the committee room, when his colleague presente 
the paper, but he found, from the remarks of gentlemen since 
he had taken his seat, that the occasion had been taken to ex- 
press strong opinions on the subject of our relations with France, 
He hoped, most sincerely, the discussion would not be pursued 
at present. If it were, he should be quite obliged to express 
his oWn sentiments, because he was bound to say that they dif- 
fered from the opinions which had already been uttered by those 
for whom he entertained much respect. He could not consider 
the question between us and France as a mere quesiion about 
a debt; a controversy only about so much money. He thought, 
certainly, that the question was of much graver and higher cha- 
racter. He was anxious, most anxious, to preserve the peace 
of the country, without sacrificing, at the same time, its honor 
and dignity. He still hoped that these objects were not incom- 
patible; he etill trusted that peace might be maintained, with- 
out discredit or reproach, and without sacrificing any right, or 
any interest of this country, or any of its citizens. That, how- 
ever, depended much on the course adopted by others. But, at 
presenl, the senate was in no condition to discuss or consider 
this high subject. No official communication was before them. 
All they had was a paragraph from a French newspaper. It 
seemed to him, in all points of view, to be much wiser to wait 
till official communications shall be received, in the usual and 
so eee? way. He earnestly hoped the discussion would not 
proceed. 
Mr. Buchanan said he entirely concurred in the sentiments 
expressed by the senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster). 
We ought not now to discuss the French question on the print- 
ing of this memorial. We have not yet received any official in- 
formation from France. All the news we have is derived from 
the English journals. In this state of the case, is it proper, is 
it becoming, that the American senate should commit itself, 
in any manner, upon the course which may be demanded by 
the interest and honor of the country? Ought we not to re- 
serve ourselves until all the circumstances attending the late 
transactions in France may be placed before us in an authen- 
tie form! 

For his own part, Mr. B. had yet seen nothing to shake the 
opinion, which he had formerly expressed to the senate, that the 
only mode of obtaining justice from France was to express our 
determination firmly that justice must be done. He, however, 
deprecated further debate at this time, and hoped the memorial 
would be ordered to be printed without further discussion. 

The memorials were then laid on the table, and ordered to be 

rinted, 
$ The bill to repeal the first and second sections of the act to 
limit the term of office of certain officers therein named, was 
read a third time, and, on the question of its passage, 

Mr. Ewing asked for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the bill, and 
decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Goldsborough, Kent, King, of 
Georgia, Leigh, McKean, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Poindex- 
ter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, South- 
ard. Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, Waggaman, Webster, White—3l, 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Hendricks; 
Hill, Kane, King, of Alabama, Knight, Linn, Morris, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wright—16. 
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The supplement to the bill of last session granting lands to 
certain Polish exiles was passed. 

A bill, in amendment to the several acts, for the punishment 
of offences against the United States, was read the third time 
and passed. 

The bill establishing branches of the mint of the U. States, 
was ordered to a third reading. 

The chair laid before the senate a letter from the hon. George 
Poindezter, in the following terms: 

Waushington city, Feb. Qist, 1835. 

Sir: I address you, as the presiding officer of the senate, on 
a subject involving a criminal charge, highly injurious to my 
moral character, and which, if true, ought to cause my expul- 
sion from the august body of which [am amember. An arti- 
cle in the form of a letter from a person in this city to his cor- 
respondent in New York, has found its way into the public 
prints, and has already been widely circulated throughout the 
country, alleging ‘‘that the administration was possessed of de- 

itions taken from three individuals who swear that Richard 

wrence, the assassin, was seen by them in the private room 
of the hon. George Poindexter, the two days immediately ante- 
rior to his attempting the life of gen. Jackson.”? 

No, one, I presume, sir, can mistake the purpose for which 
these depositions have been procured. The evident design is 
to fix on me the most infamous of all crimes, that of having 
been an accessary before the fact to an attempt to take the life 
of the chief magistrate, by the hand of an assassin! A charge 
89 monstrous, and so repugnant to the tenor of my past life, 
resting simply on the authority of an anonymous letter; in the 
columns of a newspaper, might well be placed to the general 
account of the calumnies of the day, which have of late been so 
freely cast on me, and as such, would scarcely merit contradic. 
tion from me. But the investigation which IT have thus far giv- 
en to the conspiracy against my character, has enabled me to 
trace the authority on which the statement in the letter refer- 
red to was founded, to a member of the house of representa- 
tivee from Rhode Island, and the depositions therein spoken of 
have been taken at the instance of the president himeelf. 
Having ascertained these facts, [ deem it to be a duty which I 
owe to myself, to my constituents, to society at large, and to 
the senate, to ask the appointment of a special committee, 
clothed with powers to send for persons and papers, and to in- 
quire into the truth or falsehood of the charges impuied to me, 
having relation to the chief executive magistrate of the nation, 
that, if found guilty, [ may no longer disgrace the seat which | 
occupy in this body. I have the honor to be, with great re- 
spect, your obedient servant, G. POINDEXTER. 

Washington, Feb. 21, 1835. 








Hon. George Poinderter: 

In reply to your note, which I received this morning, I am 
at liberty to state, in answer to the interrogatory which you 
have propounded, “in whose hands did you see the affidavits of 
which you speak,’’* that the affidavits were by me read at the 
house of the president of the United States; they were handed 
to me, in his presence, by a friend of his, by me returned to the 
president, and were put into his hands by the affiants them- 
selves, as I have been informed by him; and [ am further au- 
thorised te say that other testimony of the kind is expected. 

Vour very ob’t serv’t, DUTEE J. PEARCE. 

The letters having been read by the secretary, 

Mr. Clay rose and said, that the communication which had 
just been read could inspire no other sentiments in the bosom 
of every senator present, but those of the deepest regret. He 
had hoped, when he saw the article, to which the letter of the 
honorable senator referred, in a newspaper, that it was with- 
out the elightest foundation; and he was unwilling yet to be- 
‘lieve in the possibility of the truth of the statement contained 





*The following are the depositions, which we copy from the 
‘Globe. 

District of Columbia, Washington county, to wit: 

On this 13th day of February, 1835, personally appeared David 
Stewart, before me the subscriber a justice of the peace, in and 
for the county aforesaid, and made oath on the Holy Evangely 
of Almighty God, deposeth and saith, that about the last of De- 
cember, 1834, or the first of January last he, this deponent, see 
Richard Lawrence go into senator Poindexter’s dwelling house, 
on Four and half street, and the Tuesday before the attempt 
40 assassinate the president of the United States, he, this depo- 
nent, see senator Poindexter and Lawrence in senator Poindex- 
ter’s passage in conversation. DAVID STEWART. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me the day and vear before 
written. ROBT. CLARKE, justice of the peace. 
District of Columbia, Washington county, to wit: 

‘On this 14th day ef February, 1835, personally appeared Mor- 
deeai Foy, before me the subscriber a justice of the peace, in 
and for the county aforesaid, and makes oath on the Holy Evan- 
gely of Almighty God, depeseth and saith, that his shop is oppo- 
site to the dwelling house of senator Poindexter’s, on Pour and 
a haff street, and he, this deponent, hath seen Richard Law- 
rence geinto senator Poindexter’s house and return out again 
at different times; and particularly on the Tuesday previously 
to Lawrence’s attempt to assassinate the president of the Unit- 
ed States, he this deponent, see the said Richard Lawrence go 
into senator Poindexter’s house and return. 

MORDCAI FOY. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me the day and year before 
writtea. ROBT. CLARKE, justice of the peace. 
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in the accompanying letter. ‘That ex parte affidavits, implicat- 
ing the character of a senator of the United States should have 
been drawn without notifying him—without the stightest imti- 
mation that they were to be taken—and that they had been 
procured at the instance of the chief magistrate, and put on file, 
to be used by him, when and how he might think proper, was 
not to be believed but upon the highest and most authentic evi- 
dence. He would say it was not possible for him yet to credit 
the statement, imposing as was the forin in which it was pre- 
sented. It was impossible for him to credit that any human 
being could conceive of such a plan for injuring a fellow-citi- 
zen—without notice—without the smallest opportunity to him, 
to procure affidavits from persons unknown, and put them 
away, to be used on some subsequent occasion, when it might 
be impossible to contradict their statements, or to adduce any 
exculpatory evidence. 

He was most reluctant to believe it, and would rot believe it, 
but upon higher evidence than that which was exhibited, re- 
speetable as it was. It was sufficient, however, to form the 
basis of an inquiry. And the communication which had been 
read called upon the senate to perform a most painful and un- 
pleasant duty: And this, when there was a remnant of but se- 
ven or eight days befure the termination of the session, and the 
close of the official existence, at least for the present, of the se- 
nator who stood implicated. The time, therefore, within 
which the investigation was to be made, it was mach to be re- 
gretted, was extremely circumscribed. Shortas it unfortunate- 
ly was, there could not be two opinions as to the course which 
the senate was bound to take. Its duty to its own character 
and dignity, and to all concerned, demanded the investigation. 

If it were possible to believe, and it should turn out on the 
investigation to be established, that the senator had had the 
slightest participation ip the atrocious attempt to assassinate a 
fellow citizen, and he the president of the United States, the 
senate would be called upon to perform the painful duty, indi- 
cated by the senator himself, of purging the body of such an 
unworthy member. 

On the contrary, if the result of the inquiry should be, as he 
must believe it wou'd be, to establish that there is not the 
slightest foundation for the charge; or if, as he must also hope, 
there is no ground for the allegation that the president has pos- 
session of ex parte affidavits, implicating the senator, he would 
stand acquitted, and be in a condition to discharge the high du- 
lies, appertaining to his station. 

It was due, therefore, to the country, to the purity of the se- 
nate, and to the cause of truth and justice, that the inquiry 
should be instituted, 

‘Taking that view of the matter, on the spur of the occasion, 
(for the communication had come upon him at rather an anex- 
pected moment; and be could have wished that some other se- 
nator had taken charge of it), he would move that a committee 
be appointed, according to the request contained in the com- 
munication, 

The committee was then ordered by the unanimous vete of 
the senate. 

Mr. Clay proposed that it consist of five; and entreated the 
senate to forbear extending towards him the accustomed utba- 
nity generally shown to the mover of a proposition, by leaving 
his name off the committee. 

The senate proceeded to ballot for a committee, when it was 
found that the following senators were elected: Messrs. Smith, 
Mangum, King, of Georgia, Wright, and Tyler. 

On motion of Mr. Buchanan inquiry was instituted as to the 
propriety of making an appropriation for Fort Mifflin. 

February 23. Mr. Hill presented the credentials of Mr. Hen- 
ry Hubbard, elected a senator from New Hampshire for six 
years from the 4th of March next, vice Mr. Bell. 

a reported a bill to increase the corps of engineers 
—read, &e. 

Mr. Benton made a report favorable to an additional appro- 
priation for Fort Mifflin. 

On motion of Mr. Frelinghuysen, the senate took up the bill 
supplementary to an act to amend the acts relating to the judi- 
cial system of the United States. 

Mr. Benton addressed the senate in opposition to the bill, and 
moved to amend, by striking out all after the enacting words, 
and inserting a substitute, which in effect, left the present cir- 
cuit courts precisely as they stand at this time, and to add an 
eighth judge, to be assigned to the states of Louisiana, Missis- 
sippi and Alabama—thus leaving all the northwestern circuits 
unsupptied. 

= then moved to print the substitute and lay the bill on the 
table. 

The motion to lay on the table having been withdrawn, a de- 
bate ensued, in which Messrs. Frelinghuysen, Porter, Ewing, 
King, of Alabama, Bibb, Benton, Leigh, Buchanan, Preston, 
Clayton, Black, Clay, Webster and Leigh participated. 

Mr. Buchanan moved to recommit the bill, with instructions 
to amend it so as to create two new circuits, the one to consist 
of the states of Tennessee, Alabama and Mississippi, and the 
other, of the states of Indiana, Ilinois and Missourt. 

Mr. Frelinghuysen moved to amend the instructions to the 
committee by adding ‘“tand so to arrange the third and fourth 
circuits as to form on the whole eight circuits.” 

The yeas and nays were ordered on this amendment, and the 
question being taken, it was decided as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Bell, Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, Calhoun 
Clay, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Goldsborough, Grundy, Hendricks 
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King, of Alabama, King, of Geo. Knight, Liun, McKean, Man- 
gum, Morris, Nandain, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Ro- 
binson, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift, Tipton, 
Tomlinson, Waggaman, Webster, White—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clayton, Cuthbert, Hill, Kane, 
Keat, Leigh, Ruggles, Shepley, Tallmadge—10. 

The bill was then recommitted with instructions. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, the select committee on Mr. Poin- 
dezter’s communication, had leave to sit during the sessions of 
the senate. 

Ona motion of Mr. Webster, the senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill making appropriations for fortifications, 
and the bill was amended and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The senate, on motion of Mr. Hendricks, went into executive 
business, and were engaged some time therein. 

When the doors were opened— 

Mr. Clay offered a joint resolution, directing that the $30,000 
appropriated for the improvement of the Cumberland river, be 
expended above, az well as below Nasliville. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, the senate agreed to meet every af- 
ternoon, from ‘Tuesday next, at 5 o’clock; and then the senate 
adjourned. 


February 24. Mr. Frelinghuysen reported a resolution refer- 
ring the memorial of John Ross and others, respecting Indian 
reservations in Teunessee, to the president of the U. States, to 
ascertain the facts in, and report, the whole case to the next 
cougress. 

Mr. Hendricks presented the resolutions of the legislature of 
indiana reepecting the northern boundary of said state; also 
concerning grants of land, and a mail route—which were seve- 
raily ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Linn presented a memorial from Missouri on the subject 
of boundary—ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Webster rose and stated that it had been his intention, at 
an earlier period of the session, to take the first favorable oc- 
casion to make a preliminary movement, for the purpose of 
drawing the attention of congress to what was, in his opinion, 
a very important subject. Gentlemen who had been here long 
must have seen that such had been the enormous accumulation 
of private bills, that they could but anticipate that, if we re- 
mained here much longer, we ourselves, and if not, those who 
would be our successors, must be overwhelmed with the mass 
of business of this character. He had thought it to be his duty 
to take some step in reference to this matter, as soon as the 
condition of the business would permit, in order to reduce, if 
possible, the number of these private applications to the legis- 
lature. At present, he would do no more than to bring, by a 
resolution, the subject before congress, in the hope that, at the 
next session, some person would bring the subject up for ac- 
tion. He conciuded with offering the following joint resolu- 
tion, Which was read and ordered to be printed: 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
United States of America in congress assembled, That a joint 
committee of the two houses, to consist of members of each 
house, be appointed for the following purposes, viz: 

1. To examine the general nature of the private acts which 
have passed congress within the last five years; to ascertain 
their numbers, and to classify them, according lo their subjects. 

8. To consider the practicability of diminishing the number 
of private applications to congress, either by vesting the autho- 
rity of deciding ou such claims, or some of them, in some pub- 
lic board, or in the several departments, or by other proper pro- 
vision, and to report thereon. 

Several bills were received from the house of representa- 
tives; and several small bills were passed. 

The bill establishing branches of the mint was taken up, and 
on being put On its passage, ee 

Me. Hill spoke at length in opposition. 

Mr. Black moved to recommit the bill with instructions to 
strike out all the branches except one, and to locate that, as 
may seem most expedient, in North or South Carolina, Geor- 

ia or Louisiana. 

Before the question on the recommitment was taken, the se- 
nate took a recess till 5 o’clock, 


Evening session, 5 o’clock,P. M. At the hour of meeting, 
the senate was called to order, by Mr. King, of Ala. who was 
in the chair. 

The question being on the passage of the bill to establish 
branches of the mint, and a motion pending to recommit the 
same, and the question being taken on the motion to recommit, 
was determined in the negative, yeas 21, nays 22. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the bill, and 
decided as follows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Brown, Calhoun, Cuthbert, 
Hendricks, Kane, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Leigh, 
Linn, Mangum, Morris, Porter, Preston, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Shepley, Tallmadge, Tyler, Waggaman, Webster, White, 
Wright—24. 

NAYS—Messrsa. Bell, Black, Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen, Goldsborongh, Hill, Knight, McKean, Nau- 
dain, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlin- 
son—!9. 

Se the bill was passed, and sent to the house for concurrence. 


Mr. Clayton from the commitiee on the judiciary, reported, 
according to instructions, the bill supplementary to the act to 


’ 


The bill was read a second time in committee, amended, re- 
ported to the senate, read a third time, and passed by yeas and 
nays as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, Buchan- 
an, Calhoun, Clay, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Goldsborough, Hen- 
dricks, Kane, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Knight, 
Leigh, Linn, McKean, Naudain, Porter, Preston, Robbins, Ro- 
binson, Silsbee, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, Webster, 
White—3l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Cuthbert, Hill, Shepley, Tallmadge 
—5. 

[Mr. Clayton much wished to assign his reasons for voting in 
the negative—but the late period of the session and press of 
business, induced him to refrain. ] 

The bill for the benefit of the corporations of Washington, 
Alexandria and Georgetown, was taken up. 

Messrs. Tyler, Bibb, Southard and Leigh supported it, and it 
was opposed by Mr. Black. At 8 o’clock, before the debate 
was concluded, the senate adjourned. 


February 25. Communications were received from the se- 
cretary of the treasury relative to the amount of commutation 
paid vo officers of the revolution; as also the emoluments of the 
officers of the customs and the tees received for certificates to 
accompany distilled spirits, wines and teas, and commissions 
on disbursements as superintendents of light houses, and as 
agents for marine hospitals. 

Mr. Kane presented a resolution of the legislature of Illinois 
on the subject of rescinding so much of the contract made with 
the United States, as exempts the public lands sold by the U. 
States from taxation for the space ot five years. 

Mr. Tipton presented memorials from the legislature of In- 
diana, on the subject of the militia, canals and the public lands. 

A number of private bills were severally taken up and acted 
upon. 

The bill to authorise the secretary of the treasury to invest 
the produce of the two per cent. fund resulting from the public 
lands in Mississippi, in the construction of roads, waa ordered 
to a third reading; it was subsequently taken up, read a third 
lime, and, on motion of Mr. Clay, laid on the table—ayes 18, 
noes 7. 

The bill for the relief of the cities of Washington, Alexandria 
and Georgetown, was again taken up, considered, amended, and 
the bill ordered to be engrossed for a third reading by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Buchanan, Clay, Cuthbert, 
Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Goldsborough, Kane, Kent, King, of 
Alabama, King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Linn, McKean, Nau- 
dain, Porter, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Southard, Swift, Tom- 
linson, Tyler, Waggaman, Webster—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Calhoun, Grundy, Hendricks, 
Hill, Mangum, Morris, Prentiss, Robinson, Ruggles, Shepley, 
Tipton, Wright—14. 


Mr. Benton woved to rescind the order for a recess from 3 till 
5 o’clock—yeas 15, noes 18. 

The senate then, it being three o’clock, took a recess until 
five. 


February 26. A message was received from the president, 
enclosing copies of correspondence with the French govern- 
ment, since the last communication, 

Several bills having been reported by the different commit- 
tees to which they had been referred, and disposed of, 

On motion of Mr. Tipton, the senate proceeded to the consi- 
deration of executive business, and at one o’clock the doors 
being re-opened, 

The senate took up the bill to authorise the Leavenworth 
and Bloomington, and other rail road companies, to locate roads 
through the public lands, which being amended was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill to regulate the deposites of the public moneys, was 
then taken up, and after several amendments had been adopt- 
ed, and while one was still pending, 

Mr. Smith entered the senate chamber with a report from the 
special committee, when, on motion of Mr. Clayton, the pro- 
ceedings on the deposite bill were suspended, and 

Mr. Smith, from the special committee to whom the letter of 
the hon. George Poindexter was referred, stated that the com- 
mittee had concluded their labors so far as regards the taking of 
testimony, but that as the evidence was voluminous, and would 
require mucii time to copy, and as it was understood that the 
senator had refrained from taking his seat until the examination 
should have been closed, he was instructed by the committee 
to report, that not a shade of suspicion rested on the honorable 

George Poindezter, in relation to that charge, and in this report 
all the members of the committee concurred. As soon as pos- 
sible a more full report would be made. 

The report was received by a simultaneous burst of applause 
from the galleries. 

Mr. Poinderter resumed his seat. 

The deposite bill was then again taken up and further amend- 
ed. 
Mr. Calhoun asked for the yeas and nays on the engrossment 
of the bill, and they were ordered. 

Mr. Webster suggested, that the yeas and nays be withdrawn 
and that the bill be engrossed, and the yeas and nays be taken 
on the passage. 

After some debate between Mr. Calhoun, Mr. Cuthbert and 





amend he judicial system, with amendments. 





Mr. Benton, the question was taken and decided as follows: 





i 
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YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Ewing, 
Goldsborongh, King, of Geo. Knight, Leigh, Linn, Mangum, 
Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robinson, Southard, 
Tomlinson, Webster, White-—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bibb, Brown, Buchanan, Hendricks, Hill, 
Kane, King, of Ala. Morris, Ruggles, Shepley, ‘Tallmadge, ‘Ty- 
ler—12. 

The senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Feb. 20. Several bills being ordered toa third read- 
ing— 

‘he house proceeded to the consideration ef the bill to pro. 
vide for the establishment of the western territory, and for the 
security and protection of the emigrant and other Indian tribes 
therein. 

The several amendments from the committee having been 
adopted, and the question being on the engrossment Of the bill, 

f. H. Everett addressed the bouse in its support. Messrs. 
Adams, Burges, Archer and Vinton opposed the bill. 

Messrs. Gilmer, Hardin aud Clayton supported the bill, re- 
piying at length tu the arguments of the gentlemen on the other 

e. 

Before taking the question, 

On motion of Mr. Jones. of Geo. the house adjourned. 


Saturday, Feb. 21. Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee on 
foreign affairs, reported the senate’s bill for the payment of 
claims for spoliations by the French prior to 1800, and stated 
that he was requested by the committee to move that the com- 
mittee be discharged from its further consideration, owing to 
the want of time to investigate the subject. With the assent of 
the committee, he also moved that two statements, the one pre- 

ared by the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. E. Everett) 
n favor of the claims—the other by himself against them—em- 
bracing much information on both sides of the question, be 
printed for the use of the house. 

These motions were agreed to. 

Mr. Connor reported the senate’s bill reorganizing the post 
Office department, with an amendment—read twice, &c. 

A communication was received from the treasury depart- 
ment, containing a statement of the number of seamen register- 
ed at the several ports in the United States in 1834. 

The following bills were read a third time and passed: 

The bill supplementary to the act for the settlement and con- 
tinuation of certain land claims in the south western land dis- 
trict of Louisiana; 

The bill making appropriations for the improvement of the 
harbor of Clinton river, in Michigan; 

The bill to complete certain roads in the territory of Arkan- 


, 

The bill from the senate to improve the harbor at the mouth 
of the river Raisin, in Michigan; 

The bill from the senate authorising the construction of a rail 
road upon the public lands, from Tallahasse to St. Marks, in 
Florida; and 

The bill making appropriations for opening certain roads in 
the territory of Arkansas. 

The bill from the senate to repeal the first and second sec- 
tions of the act of 1820, limiting the term of certain officers, &c. 
was received and twice read. 

The bill establishing a western territorial government for the 
Indians, &c. was again taken up, discussed and amended, but 
without coming to any definite action on it the house adjourn- 


Monday, Feb. 23. The house resumed the consideration of 
the motion to print the resolutions of the legislature of Ver- 
mont, in relation to the public lands, the removal of the public 
moneys from the bank of ihe United States, &c. 

Mr. Slade advocated the motion to print, and after a few re- 
marks from Mr. H. Everett and Mr. Boon, the house agreed to 
print the resoiutions—yeas 159, nays 32. 

The presentation of petitions having been gone through with, 

On motion of Mr. White, of Florida, the secretary of the 
treasury was directed to report to this house at its next session 
the number of Spanish claims to lands in Florida, now depend- 
ing in the courts of that territory, under the act of congress of 
1828, the amount and nature of such claims, and by whom 
granted, together with a schedule of those made by the same 
officers, and for the same objects, of those confirmed by the 
supreme court, and whether lands thus covered by these titles 
are reserved from survey, or sufficiently designated to be laid 
down on the township plats. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas, of Lou. inquiry was instituted 
into the expediency of making an appropriation to remove the 
obstructions to the navigation of vesssels in the rivers Chippe- 
haw and West Pearl, in the state of Louisiana. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, inquiry was direct- 
ed to be made as to the propriety of making an appropriation 
for the erection of barracks at Donelsonville in the state of 
Louisiana. 

On motion of Mr. Burges, the committee on commerce were 
instructed either. to report on the subject of the propriety of 
building a marine hospital at Providence, Rhode Island, or its 
vicinity, orto forthwith report the papers and documents which 
had been referred to them by the house. 

On motion of Mr. Mann, of N. Y. the secretary of war was 
required to report to the next congress, at its commenceinent, 
a statement shewing the state and condition of the ordnance 








and ordnance stores, the number and kind of arms and ac- 
coutrements and heavy ordnance on hand, speciiying the num- 
ber and kinds fit for service, the amount of money expended in 
each year at the respective armertes and arsanals, &c. 

The house went intO Committee of the whole, and respec- 
tively took up 

The bill making additional appropriations for the Delaware 
breakwater, for certain harbors and rivers; 

The bill to establish a surveyor general’s office in Illinois, 
and 

The Indian annuities bill; which said bills were severally 
gone through with, amended and reported to the house: where- 
upon the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 24. The bill from the senate amendatory of 
the acts for the punishment of certain offences against the Unit- 
ed States, was twice read and ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng 3,000 extra copies of the docu- 
ments reported from the committee on foreign relations, on 
the subject of French spoliations prior to 1800, was ordered to 
be printed: 

The bill making appropriations, for light- boats, beacons, &c.; 

The bill authorising the construction of a dry dock; 

The bill to carry into effect the treaty with Spain; 

The bill providing for certain surveys, &c. of roads; 

The bill granting a certain quantity of land to the territory of 
Michigan; and 

The bill making appropriations for certain hospitals, were 
severally taken up, considered, laid aside, and severally report- 
ed to the house with the exception of the last bill, which re- 
mained undisposed of. While this bill was under considera- 
tion, a very warm and protracted debate ensued on the great 
increase and partial distribution of hospitals throughout the 
country. Several gentlemen having spoken, 

Mr. Wise in concluding a speech remarked. He was oppos- 
ed even to the establishment at City Point, because the vesgels 
who went there passed in sight of a noble hospital on the way 
up the river, while such ports as N. Orleans and Baltimore were 
unprovided for. The sea dogs on the coast were very different- 
ly situated from the boatmen on the rivers. It might as well be 
proposed to provide hospitals for the western hog drovers. 

Mr. Hawes said he would not give 20 western hog drovers 
for every man in the gentleman’s district. 

The light house bill with its numerous amendments was then 
taken up, the amendments concurred in, and the bill ordered 
to a third reading. 

The harbor bill was then taken up. 

Mr. Hawes opposed the concurrence in the item of $50,000 
a the improvement of the river between Pittsburgh and the 

‘alls. 

Mr. Polk earnestly joined in the opposition. 

Messrs. Vinton and Lane warmly supported the amendment, 

Mr. Hubbard opposed the amendment as breaking through 
the rule of confining the appropriations to what had been re- 
commended by the department and the committee of ways and 
means. 

Messrs. Mercer and Denny warmly supported the amend- 
ment; the former remonstrating with severity on the principle 
assumed by Mr. H. He asked; for what did the house sit, if 
they were only to pass what the committees chose to report, or 
the departments to recommend. 

Mr. Polk strenuously opposed the amendment, and remon- 
strated against the great augmentation of appropriation bills, 
and the subsequent charge on the administration of compara- 
tive extravagance. 

Mr. Lytle replied to Mr. Polk. He had the most profound re- 
spect for the committee of ways and means; but he cherished 
almost the same respect for the committee on roads and canals, 
It possessed better means of information, and quite as much 
authority over the action of the house. He advocated the mea- 
sure for its intrinsic importance, and should always advocate 
measures on that ground, notwithstanding the omnipotent voice 
of the learned committee of ways and means. 

Mr. Dickinson, of Tennessee, moved to strike out the enact- 
ing clause of the bill, which motion was negatived, yeas 56, 
nays 128; and then the house took a recess till 6 o’clock. 


Evening session, 6 o’clock P. M. On motion of Mr. Connor, 
the house went into committee of the whole, Mr. Vance, of 
Ohio, in the chair, and took up the bill “to establish certain 
post routes, and alter or discontinue others, and for other pur- 
poses.”? - 
» Mr. Johnson of Lou. moved an amendment, to establish a 
daily mail from New Orleans to Mobile. 

Messrs. Johnson, of Lou. E. Everett, and Jones, of Geo, sup- 
— the amendment, and Messrs. Connor and Beardsley op- 
posed it. 

Before any question was taken, Mr. Johnson, of Md. moved 
to strike out the enacting clause of the bill, and supported his 
motion on the ground of the acknowledged insolvency of the 
department, and the extensive official abuses known to exist in 
its administration. A very warm debate ensued, which lasted 
till half past 10 o’clock, at which hour, the house adjourned in 
great confusion. 


Wednesday, Feb. 25. On motion of Mr. Pinckney, the house 


ordered 2,000 extra copies of the report of the secretary of state, 
in relation to the trade between the United States and Cuba 
and Porto Rico, to be printed. 

Mr. Burges reported a bill for the relief of the officers and sol- 
diers who served in the Rhode Island brigade in the revolution, 
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aoe of their heirs and personal representatives—twice read, 
c. 

The bill to render permanent the present mode of supplying 
the army of the United States, was taken up in commitiee, or- 
oe. to a third reading; subsequently read a third time and 
passed. 

The bill respecting topographical engineers being then taken 
up for consideration, 

Mr. R. M. Johnson moved an amendment adding twelve se- 
cond lieutenants to the corps. 

Mr. Speight thought the corps already sufficiently large, and 
considered the measure as a step towards a system of roads 
and canals at the expense of the general government. 

Mr. Dunlap, of Tenn. said the corps of topographical engi- 
neers was formerly much smaller than at present; that it had 
been increased, not for military purposes, but for the purpose 
of making surveys, which were to form the basis of applications 
for appropriations for internal improvements. For the same 
veers it was now proposed still further to increase the corps. 

e considered it merely a device to spend the people’s money, 
and he wished to see the corps cut down. If the states want- 
ed surveys, let them make them with their own engineers. 

Mr. Lane trusted the amendment would be adopted. It was 
not a proposition to carry on a system of internal improvement 
by the general government. No one denied the right to the 
states to make internal improvements with their own resour- 
ces, and the states called on the general government to assist 
them in making examinations and surveys. He had applied, 
himself, for the services of an engineer last year, in behalf of 
his state, and he was told they were all employed, and that 
many similar applications had been made and refused for the 
same reason. Unless the corps was increased, their services 
could not be procured for the states. 

Mr. Speight moved to strike out the first section of the bill. 

Mr. R. M. Johnson withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Dunlap, of ‘Tennessee, said it was remarkable that on 
important measures, involving the principles of the present ad- 
ministration, the friends of that administration should be found 
voting with the national republicans. No gentleman in the 
house professed more attachment to the national administration 
than the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Lane), and yet he went 
the whole for internal improvement. He called on administra- 
tion men, on Jackson men, to carry out the principles of the ad- 
ministration, the principles of Jackson. How could the prin- 
ciples be carried out, if gentlemen who were elected as friends 
of the administration come here and uphold the measures of its 
opponents? He had a right to call, he said, upon the friends of 
the administration; upon the gentlemen who had been elected 
to their seats here as administration men, to supnort the views 
and policy of the administration. 

Though there was a decided majority in the house in favor 
of the president, yet his views could not be carried out, because 
these who were sent here as his friends espoused the views of 
his opponents. He again called upon gentlemen to vote with 
him to carry out the views or the administration, for which 
purpose, he said, they were sent here by their constituents. 

r. R. M. Johnson remarked that the hour was out. 

Several members simultaneously addressed the chair, but 
after some difficulty as to a point of order, 

Mr. Lane said, in repiy to the gentleman from Tennessee, 
(Mr. Dunlap), that the house had received a lesson of party 
discipline, and that a large portion of it seemed to have been 
intended for himself. It would have been wisdom in that ho- 
norable gentleman if he had applied the discipline to himself, 
before he should have instructed the house. He says he is sur- 
prised that the gentleman from Indiana, and others, who were 
elected as Jacksonmen, and sent here to support the principles 
of the administration, should vote for those extravagant appro- 
priations for surveys, and for works of internal improvement; 
and that to increase the corps of engineers was to authorise 
unconstitutional improvements. Mr. L. said it was true he 
had been elected as a friend of the distinguished chief magis- 
trate, not to serve the chief magistrate, but to serve his consti- 
tuents, the state and the union; that he wore no collar—no 
man’s robe. In his votes, and the course he had pursued, and 
would pursue, while honored with a seat in this house, he would 
always follow the dictates of his own conscience and judgment, 
uninfluenced by any other consideration than the interest and 
prosperity of his constituents, the state and the union. 


The honorable gentleman from Tennessee might have been 
elected, because he was a Jackson man, to sustain the admi- 
nistration right or wrong. If so, Mr. L. said he was proud to 
say his situation was a different one. He had been elected in 
a district where general Jackson himself had been beaten a few 
months before. 

Mr. L. said he had no constitutional scruples, nor did he sub- 
scribe to the doctrine, that a stream, because the water was 
salt, had the preference over a large and commercial channe! 
of fresh water. Ifthe gentleman means to be understood that, 
to be a Jackson man, is to oppose al! appropriations for the im- 
provement of our rivers and channels of commerce, and all aid 
by the general government for improvement in the several states, 
he could only say no such Jackson men could be found in {n- 
diana. 

That he not only believed the general government possessed 
the power, but that it was their duty to improve all the chan- 
nels of commerce in every part of the union; that this principle 
kad been acted upon, so far as they participated in the charac- 





ter of national works, and he, therefore, desired the increase 
of the corps of topographical engineers for the purpose of aiding 
the nation, the states, and companies, in the prosecution of their 
works of internal improvement. 

Ou motion of Mr. R. M. Johnson, the committee rose and re- 
ported the above mentioned bills without amendment. 

Mr. McKinley moved that the orders of the day be suspend- 
oe. in order to take up the resolution for the election of a prin- 
er. 

The speaker decided the motion was not in order withouta 
suspension of the rule. 

Mr. McKinley appealed from the decision; but, after a de- 
bate, withdrew his appeal, and moved that the rules of the 
house be suspended, to take up the resolution about the elec- 
tion of @ printer, and asked for the yeas and nays—yeas 103, 
nays 110; so the motion of Mr. McKinley was negatived. 

The senate’s bill to rearrange the circuit courts of the United 
States was referred to the committee of the whole. 

The house then took up Mr. Gilmer’s resolutions relative to 
the amendment of the constitution with respect to the election 
of president and vice president, but befure any final action was 
had thereon, on motion of Mr. Hubbard, the house adjourned, 

Thursday, Feb. 26. The bill from the senate to amend the 
acts for the punishment of certain offences against the United 
States, was read a third time and passed. 

A message on our relations with France, was received from 
the president. 

The reading of the message and documents having been be- 
gun and concluded, being heard with profound attention— 

Mr. Cambreleng, (chairman of the committee of foreign af- 
fairs), presented the following resolutions, by the wish, as he 
stated, of a majority of the members of that committee, and 
moved that they be printed; without, however, any wish that 
they should be considered to-day: 

Resolved, That it would be incompatible with the rights and 
honor of the United States, further to negotiate in relation to 
the treaty entered into by France, on the 4th of July, 1831, and 
that this house will insist upon its execution, as ratified by both 
governments. 

Resolved, That the committee on foreign affairs be discharg- 
ed from the further consideration of so much of the president’s 
message as relates to commercial restrictions, or to reprisals, 
on the commerce of France. 

Resolved, That preparations ought to be made to meet any 
emergency growing out of our relations with France. 

Mr Everett, of Massachusetts, rose to inquire in what form 
the message of the president, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, had been disposed of. 

Being informed by the chair that they had not yet been dis- 
posed of in any form, 

Mr. E. moved that they be referred to the committee on fo- 
reign affairs; and said that the resolutions moved by the honor- 
able gentleman from New York (Mr. Cambreleng) he under- 
stood to be offered by that gentlemen in his private capacity as 
a member of the house, and notas resolutions of the commit- 
tee; forhe believed the committee had not been called toge- 
ther. 

Mr. Cambreleng hoped the gentleman from Massachusetts 
would withdraw his motion. He had moved the resolutions, 
by the wish of a majority of the members of the committee, and 
not as a measure of his own. 


Mr. Adams, of Mass. offered the following resolutions, by 
way of amendment to the resolutions moved by Mr. Cambre- 
leng: 

Resolved, That the rights of the citizens of the United States 
to indemnity from the government of France, stipulated by the 
treaty, concluded at Paris, on the 4th of July, 183), ought in no 
event to be sacrificed, abandoned or impaired, by any consent 
or acquiescence of the government of the United States. 

Resolved, That, if it be, in the opinion of the president of the 
United States, compatible with the honor and interest of the 
United States, during the interval until the next session of con- 
gress, to resume the negotiations between the United States and 
France, he be requested so to do. 

Resolved, That no legislative measures of a hostile character 
or tendency towards the French nation, is necessary or expe- 
dient at this time. 

Mr. Cambreleng moved to postpone the whole subject until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Everett repeated that the subject had never been, to his 
knowledge, submitted to the committee; but as the gentleman 
irom New York, had offered his resolutions, as expressive of 
the views of the majority of the committee, he asked permis- 
sion to send to the chair a paper containing his own views and 
that of two other members of the committee. 

Mr. Cambreleng hoped they might be printed. 

Mr. Patton, another member of the committee, said that the 
resolutions of Mr. C. had not been adopted at any meeting of 
of the committee when he was present. 

Mr. Letcher, another member, thought it best for all parties 
to withdraw their resolutions, and not to do any thing until the 
committee had met. 

The resolutions presensed by the respective gentlemen were 
then withdrawn. , 

The message and documents were then ordered to be print- 
ed. 
Several bills were considered in committee of the whole 
and being gone through with, were reported to the house and 
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severally ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; which 
bills will be sufficiently noticed in future proceedings. 
The house then adjourned. 


—= 19 OD Sttee- 
STATISTICS OF NEW YORK. 
From the Albany Argus. 

Amount of taxable properly in the state and the amount paid 
from the general fund to the canal fund. We copy the follow- 
ing statement taken from a report made to the senate by the 
comptroller, on Saturday, in answer to a resolution of that 


“The taxable value of the real and personal estates of the 
people of this state, as ascertained by the assessments for the 
year 1834, is as follows, viz: 

Real state... .....cccccccces ccccccce coveese od45,403,230 

Personal estate. ........ccccesceccceneceseeces 107,599,971 


Total $453,003,201 
“The statement marked B. exhibits the amount of capital 
stock of all the corporations in the state liable to taxation, and 
the real estate held by each; arranged under the heads of tue 
several counties in which the corporations are situated. 
**J'here may be corporations in the state liable to taxation, 
which are not included in this list, although great pains have 
been taken for the last year to obtain returns from all existing 
corporations, and to get information in relation to those which 
had become extinct. Tv effect this object, a list was made out 
in 1833, of every corporation found in the session laws from 
1791 to 1833, a perriod of 42 years, and circulars were sent to 
such as ad not made to this office the annual returns required 
by the 3d sec. p. 415, 1 R.S. The list made out contains near- 
ly one thousand incorporations of every description. ‘The num- 
ber of those now in existence and liable to taxation, as given in 
the statement marked B. is two hundred and fifty-one. There 
are a great number of turnpike, manufacturing and other com- 
panies in Operation in the state which are not embodied in the 
list reported, for the reason that their dividends are not such as 
to make them taxable: And a great number of the corporations 
Originally granted have become extinct. 
**The capita! of all the corporations in the state liable to taxa- 
tion, amounts to $52,998,919 81 
“The amount of stock held by the state, or lite- 
rary or charitable institutions, amounts to the 
sum of 





632,528 00 





*‘Leaving a total amount of stock and reai estate 
liable to taxation, in all the incorporated com- 
panies in the state, of $52,366,391 81 
**The total amount of real estate held by all the corporations 
which are liable to taxation, is $3,882,857 78, which sum is em- 
braced in the total of taxable capital as stated above. 
The taxable property of the state may be classed as follows, 
viz: 
Real estate owned by corporations $3,882,857 
Amount of stock for which corpora- 
tions are taxed 


78 


48,483,534 03 





$52,366,391 81 

Real estate other than that owned 
by corporations 

Personal estate other than that as- 
sessed to corporations 


~ 


o- 
~~ 


é 


341,520,372 
59,116,436 97 





400,636,809 19 








Total, as shewn above 453,001,201 00 

‘©The amount of the contributions from the general fund to 

the Erie and Champlain canal fund, from 1816 to 1834, are as 
follows, viz, 





ih. cone be edewas oaeeeekenet ssc - +++ 3,193,807 61 
iti nc ce bbtebaes 006664 cebshened one »+ ee. 1,872,329 68 
Avails of land sales, (Grand Island, &c.)...... weee 63,543 80 
Appropriations from treasury...............6 6665 . 42,957 09 
Total ..ccccocccccccceccescsce coMyht2,000 18 
PROPERTY IN CHURCHES. 
A LAW CASE. 


{From the Cincinnati Gazette.] 
Keuser and another, for themselves and others, 
vs. 
Stansifer and others. 
This was a bill in chancery brought bere by adjournment from 
the county of Montgomery. ‘The object of the bill was to ob- 
tain possession of certain property, purchased, improved and oc- 


cupied as a place of worship, by a congregation of the Baptist | 


denomination. 
state of facts: 
On the 29th of May, 1824, the First Baptist church of Dayton 


The pleadings and proofs make the following 














was founded, a declaration of faith, and rules of business in | 


meetings of the church were agreed on, and adopted. The 
form of faith established under this organization was that pro 
fessed by those, who call themselves Particular Baptists. 

On the 27th of July, 1827, at a regular meeting of this society, 
these articies were unanimously abrogated, Keyser, one of the 
complainants, being present, and new rules of faith and doc- 
trine adopted. 

In September, 1827, Keyser, Gosney and Stansifer were elect- 
ed Trustees. On the 7th of November, 1827, they purchased a 








lot, in the town of Dayton, a conveyance to themselves as trus™ 
tees of the First Baptist church in Dayton, and to their succes~ 
sors in office. By the operation of the statute of 1825, vol. 
29—464, these trustees became a corporation, and the title in 
fee became invested in them by the conveyance. A house of 
public worship was erected upon it, partly from the contribu- 
tions of the society, and partly by the aid of donations from 
others. 

On the 23d of March, 1829, certain charges were preferred 
against Keyser, in a course of discipline, and he was excluded 
from the society, by vote, and another trustee appointed in his 
place. On the 3lst of the same month, all former creeds and 
symbols were abolished by the society, and a new covenant in- 
troduced, by which the New Testament was declared the only 
rule of faith and practice. 

The bill, brought, by Keyser, the excluded trustee, and by 
Cox, charges that the defendants by abandoning their original 
declaration of faith, and certain usages common to the Baptists, 
by embracing certain doctrinal errors, and by thus separating 
themselves from the general Baptist association, have ceased to 
be the First Baptist church of Dayton. That the First Baptist 
church consists of themselves and their associates, who from 
their number and in part consisting of married women, and of 
such as have connected themselves with the schism cannot all 
unite in their bill. They ask to be permitted to prosecute the 
bill for the benefit of themselves and of all concerned, and pray 
the court to decree an a:propriation of the property in question 
to its legitimate use. 

F’. Dunlavy, for complainants cited. : 

Laws of Ohio, p. 81, vol. 29, sect. 1 and 2, Statutes of Ohio, 
passed Jan. 3d, 1825—reprinted vol. 29,464. Also Ohio reports, 
vol. 5, (old edition), 286, Methodist church, vs. Wood, 4th vol. 
Ohio reports, 542—415. 

Price and other vs. Methodist E. church. 

Shotwill, ? 
vs. 
Henderson and others. , 

Judge Ewing’s appendix 40, 41, same 51, 52, same 76, 77, 
same 84, 85. 

Crane § Schenck for respondents. cited 3, Mer. Rep. 418, 1 
Term of Communion 17. 

Lane, judge, delivered the opinion of the court. 

Upon what principles are the complainants entitled to relief? 
if this were a donation made to accomplish a particular object 
expressed in the deed, the terms of the limitation would secure 
the use, and equity would take care it was not diverted froin 
the end for which it was designated. But this land was pur- 
chased; it belonged to the society in fee, and was held by them 
as their absolute property. ’ 

If this land became the absolute property of this association, 
subject to no use except to its general purposes, it is incident to 
the very nature of a corporation to hold such property at the 
will of the majority, if the charter of incorporation does not 
otherwise provide. It is their’s to dispose of, to retain, or to 
occupy afier theirown pleasure. 5 Ohio Rep. 205. They would 
not be permitted to exclude their fellow corporators. But they 
may occupy and manage ag they please, admitting the minority 
to the same benefits as themselves. 

But this claim is not set up because the minority are exclud- 
ed, but because it is asserted the majority have deserted the 
principles under which the association was organized, by which 
they have ceased to be the ‘First Baptist church of Dayton.”’ 


New Jersey, case in chancery. 


| It does not follow that they lose their property by ceasing to en- 
| tertain certain opinions. 


The declaration of faith under which 
they were organized, contains no attempt to bind them to abide 
in the same belief. It is shewn, in proof, that each Baptist 
church is in itself a whole, separate and independent: at liberty 
to form its own creed, and looking to others for counsel and so- 
cial intercourse only. The opinions of such a body cannot but 
change. ‘To fix their fleeting wherries; to ancher them immo- 
vable in the stream of time, is beyond human power; for the 
mind at leastis free; ranging by its inherent strength through 
the boundless fields of knowledge, moulding its belief according 
to its apprehension of the truth, and incapable of fixedness un- 
til the day when all truth shall be made known. And if it were 
possible, it were wrong: to limit activity of mind, is to set 
boundaries to human knowledge. 

No such effect appears to have been contemplated by these 
parties at the time of their original association. Their articles 
were not regarded by them as binding forever. They were 
changed by themselves, at the meeting of 1827, by an unani- 
mous vote, to which one of the complainants was a party—the 
vther not being a member of the church. The land was not 
purchased until after this change, and the society became no 
legal corporation before it; so that the original declaration of 
faith could raise no use nor prescribe the manner of holding the 
property. It was organized under the predominance of the faith 
which the complainants would now repudiate as heretical.— 
They, the minority, at best, can have no right to divert it from 


| the uses to which it is devoted, by the expressed will of the 
| corporation, upon account of any supposed errors of doctrine or 


of faith. 
Bill dismissed. 
PRESIDENCY, &e. 
In a letter to the editor of a paper published in his congres- 
sional district, col. Crockett gives us the following information 
and reflections: 
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**I called last evening to see judge White. Mr. Luke Lea, Mr. 
Bunch and Mr. Standifer all board at the same house with the 
judge. My business was to see a letter that Mr. Lea had receiv- 
ed from the judge, in answer to the one that the delegation 
from Tennessee had addressed to him, that is, all except two, 
Mr. Polk and Mr. Cave Johnson—and his honor, Mr. Grundy, 
refused to sign it. The balance of us, every one, signed it, and 
whea I wrote you before, I did believe that not a member from 
the state would refuse; but as to that | was rristaken, for I find 
two representatives and one senator on the other side. But I 
cannot believe that their districts are with thei, though this is 
none of my business—so | expect the best way is for every one 
to take care of his own. 

**The judge says, in his reply to us, as much as we could ex- 
pect from him. He says the presidency is a place that in no 
time of his life he ever wanted—nor did he ever believe himself 
qualified for the office—but that his services have been long be- 
fore the people, and that he was in the hands of his friends— 
they could, if they choose, run his name, and if he was suc- 
cessful, it was an office that he could not decline; but if his 
friends choose to withdraw him, they would have his hearty 
approbation. This was as much as we could expect him to 
say. I do believe him the only man in the nation able to con- 
tend against little Van. 

**The office holders have got their champion, Mr. Benton, to 
come out in a long letter, which I will send you,and [ sent you 
the paper on yesterday that contained my answer toit. The 
Van Buren party are sending off wagon loads of them printed 
in pamphict form. I do hope the people will not be duped by 
it. My letter was intended for a burlesque on it, and I hope it 
may have the desired effect. I am satisfied that his letter was 
intended to alarm judge White and his friends, and drive them 
from the field; but [ hope to see them stand firm—they cannot 
be beaten by the caucus system. DAVID CROCKETT.” 


To the editor of the Lancaster Journal. 

Sir: I have observed with profound gratitude that my demo- 
cratic fellow citizens of the county of Lancaster, have brought 
my name before the public for the office of vice president. 
Permit me, through your paper to express to them my warmest 
acknowledgments for this new testimony of their regard. 

Under existing circumstances, | believe I should best pro- 
mote the harmony and success of the democratic party through- 
out the union, by declining to become a candidate for this dis- 
tinguished honor. My determination thus to act has been free- 
ly communicated to all my friends who have consulted me on 
the subject, and Lam glad that the nomination in Lancaster 
county affords me an opportunity of making that determination 
public. Yours, very respectfully, JAMES BUCHANAN, 

Washington city, Sth Feb. 1835, 

Bt 
JUDGE McLEAN. 

The ‘Raleigh Star”? publishes the subjoined letter, written 
by judge McLean, to a gentleman in North Carolina, giving his 
Opinions on important constitutional questions: 

Knorville, 23d Oct. 1834. 

My pear sir: As I am about leaving this place for Ohio, I 
have but a few moments to reply to your favor of the 21st ult. 

In my view, no powers can be exercised by the federal go 
vernment, except those which are expressly delegated to it; and 
I should think that the experience we have had, ought to con- 
vince every one that any extension of the federal powers must 
endanger the permanency of the union. 

All judicial questions which arise under the constitution and 
jaws of the union, are referrible to the supreme court of the 
United States, and its decision is final in such cases. That tri- 
bunal is expressly vested with the power to decide such ques- 
tions by the constitution, which was adopted by the people of 
the respective states. The supreme court, then, has been made 
the arbiter in such cases by the states, and its decisions are 
binding on litigant parties. 

But, ifa political power be asserted by the federal govern- 
ment, which is controverted by a state, and it cannot be made 
a judicial question ander the constitution or laws of the union, 
there is no tribunal common to the parties; and, in such a case 
effect cannot be given to the power. The decision of a sove- 
reign state in such a case is as good as the decision of the fede- 
ral government, and of necessity, there must be mutual for- 
bearance. 

An unconstitutional act of congress imposes no obligation on 
a state, or the people of a state, and may be resisted by an indi- 
vidual or acommunity. Noone, | believe, will controvert this. 

But is a state bound to submit to a systematic course of op- 
pression from the federal government? Lanswerno. It should 
remonstrate again and again, until all remonstrance is in vain 
and useless. An appeal should be made to the other states, in 
all the forms sanctioned by the constitution; and ample time 
should be given for reflection. But if all these efforts shall 
produce no effect, and the oppression be continued—an oppres- 
sion which withers the hopes of the state, and dries up the 
sources of its prosperity—and the people of the state are forced 
to the alternative of choosing, under such circumstances, liber 
ty or slavery, they may and should reject the latter, and assert 
the former by open resistance. This is an inherent and an in- 
alienable right, which may be asserted and maintained by every 
organized community. 

Instead of enlarging its powers by a rule of construction, 
which may be eontraeted or extended at pleasure, the federal 





government should act within the sphere allotted to it, and con- 
sider that the true glory of our federal system consists in attain- 
ing the great objects of its formation, with the least possible ae- 
tion upon the diversified and conflicting interests of the people. 
In this way only, can this system, so eventful in its origin, and 
which has excited the astonishment and admiration of the 
world, be made perpetual. And I need not say, what every 
enlightened individual must admit, that upon its perpetuity the 
cause of rational liberty depends. 

If time permitted, I would have given a more detailed reply 
to your inquiries, but L trust this very hasty scroll, under the 
circumstances, will be received. Very truly and sincerely 
yours, JOHN McLEAN, 

CHESAPEAKE AND DELAWARE CANAL, 
From the Delaware State Journal, 

It is well known to the public, that for the year past I have 
been much abused by the Chesapeake and Delaware canal 
company and their satelites and agents for attaching the tolls of 
the canal to pay my judgment of $226,885 74 against that eom- 
pany. 

The captains and owners of vessels navigating the canal, 
who were compelled by the company to pay toll in Philadel- 
phia before they entered it, in violation of the charter, for the 
purpose of evading the attachment laws of this state, were art- 
fully induced to believe, that [ was their oppressor, and the 
sole cause of their being harrassed for the payment of double 
toll. 

I have before informed the public, that I had no other remedy 
to recover my judgment than by resorting to the attachment 
law of the state, and that the franchise of the company, so far 
as regards the right of taking toll, was not saleable withouta 
special act of the legislature. 

I have during the recent session of the legislature, applied to 
it in vain for my redress. The senate passed a bill for my re- 
lief by a majority of two-thirds:—the bill was a precise copy of 
the laws of New Hampshire and Massachusetts upon this sub- 
ject, with an additional provision to prevent the company from 
taking the toll house out of the state, or diminish the amount of 
the tolls collectable in the state in the hands of a purchaser. 
‘The bill was lost in the house of representatives by the exer- 
tions of the canal company and its counsel and agents—every 
plan which I or my friends could suggest for my relief was art- 
fully defeated in the house. 

The bill which passed the senate, was lost in the house by a 
majority of eleven to eight. 

A more full disclosure of all the events that accompany this 
transaction shal! be made hereafter. 

[am a ruined man, but however crushed and powerless I 
may be, I yet have a right to appeal, and will fully appeal, to 
the justice of the public. : 

The object of my present communication, is to entreat the 
captains and owners of vessels navigating this canal, never 
again to suffer injustice to be done to me in their opinion by the 
machinations of this canal company while defeating the laws 
of this state, and setting themselves above its powers. 

To my creditors, and particularly to the poor men who 
worked under me while a contractor, I beg leave to say, that I 
have now ho other resource to obtain payment of my judgment, 
but the attachment law, and to ask a continuance of their ge- 
nerous forbearance towards me, while I admit, that my only 
claim to it, is that [ have come out of this controversy, penny- 
less and exhausted by it, but yet, with a breast uniainted, and 
a heart unstained. JOHN RANDEL, jr. 

New Castle, ( Del.) 14th February, 1835. 

— 8 © Ow 
MISSISSIPPI. 

To shew, and hand to the future, the extent and bearing of 
the prevailing party excitement, we insert the following articles 
—without comment: some rough words are used which had 
better been omitted. 

From the Pennsylvanian. 

We subjoin an interesting extract of a letter from Mississippi, 
to the editor of the Globe, by which it will be seen that the se- 
nate of that state, like their brethren of the federal government, 
have taken it upon themselves to defeat the wishes of the peo- 
ple. The senate refuses to go into an election for United States 
senator, on the ground that the members of the other house, 
from the sixteen new counties, are not entitled to their seats, 
although each house is the judge of the qualifications of its own 
members. 

Tbe general assembly of Mississippi meets only once in two 
years; and in regular course, would not have assembled until 
January 1836, which would have been the cause of leaving the 
state unrepresented, until late in the next session of congress, 
The governor, however, has authority to provide for such emer- 
gencies, and, in pursuance of his duty, called the assembly to- 
gether in Jannary last, to elect a United States senator to fill 
the vacancy which will occur on the coming 4th of March. But 
the Poindexter and Black majority of the twelve Mississippi 
senators refuse to enter into an election, well knowing that the 
choice of R. J. Walker is beyond the possibility of doubt; and 
in violation of the constitution, deliberately attempt to disfran- 
chise the new counties, probably in pursuance of orders from 
their masters in the United States senate, for the benefit.of one 
of whom the usurpation is made. 

The subjoined letter shews how justly exasperated the peo- 
ple of Mississippi are at the shameless conduct of their senate; 
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and the tendency it has to unite the people as one man against 
the majority of that body. 


Jackson, Miss. Jan. 25, 1835. 

I write to communicate to you one of the greatest outrages 
ever perpetrated upon the rights ofa free people. The session 
of our legislature was convened by the governor, to elect a se- 
nator of the United States, and for other purposes. Members 
were elected for the sixteen new counties, under a clause of the 
constitution of the state, declaring that ‘teach county shall al- 
ways have at least one representative.”?’ The members from 
the new counties were admitted to a seat in the house of repre- 
sentatives with scarcely a dissenting voice. Each house is 
made, by the constitution of the state, the sole judge of the 
qualifications and election of its own members, yel, in defiance 
of this plain provision, the senate have passed resolutions to 
inquire ito the Organization of the other house, and refused to 
meet the house to elect a senator, although the legislature can- 
not meet again until January 1836. The house of representa- 
tives passed a resolution unanimously, to go into the election 
ofa senator yesterday, but the senate have indefinitely postpon 
ed this resolution. ‘The house of representatives consists of 53 
members, the senate of 12—the sixteen new counties not being 
represented in the senate at this period. Last November, Ro- 
bert J. Walker was nominated by the democratic convention 
as the Jacksen candidate for the United States senate. Suc- 
ceeding that convention, in December, the whigs met in con- 
vention at this place, and passed resolutions to oppose all the 
democratic nominations. ‘They first tried to divide the demo- 
cratic party by attewpting to ‘bring forward another Jackson 
candidate. But this attempt to divide and conquer us, failed, 
and it was ascertained, upon the assembling of the legislature, 
that Mr. Walker could have been triumphantly elected on the 
first ballot, over all opposition. The senate not being able to 
prevent his election in any other way, refused to go into the 
election. This has united the whole democratic party in his 
favor, and his election next winter is insured, (by the move- 
ments of the opposition in the senate), beyond the shadow of a 
doutt. The people are excited to the highest point. So much 
are they disgusted, that they threaten to abolish the senate as 
useless—the basis of representation being the same. No man 
here would have the presumption to offer the name of Old Poins; 
and if his name were proposed, he could not get ten votes. 


From the National Intelligencer. 

A special session of the legislature of Mississippi was con- 
vened on the 19th ultimo, by the governor of the state, for the 
purpose of electing a senator to congress in the place of Mr. 
Poindexter, whose term of service will expire on the 3d of March 
next. ‘The house of representatives passed a resolution to go 
into the election on the 24th, but the senate refused to concur, 
and postponed the resolution indefinitely. The election, there- 
fore, stands over until the next regular session of the legislature 
in January next. The motives of the senate in thus deciding, 
have been misrepresented by the government paper here, and 
we thercfore give, from an authentic source, the following 
statement of facts connected with the transaction: 


The act of the state, prescribing the time of electing a senator 
to congress, made it the duty of the legislature, which conven- 
ed in November last, to elect a senator in the place of Mr. Poin- 
dexter; but the Van Buren members favored the postponement 
of the election, because they were in the minority. Sixteen 
new counties were formed at the last session of the legislature 
out of that district of country ceded to the United States by the 
Choctaw Indians, and each of them is allowed one representa- 
tive. The convention which assembled in the town of Jack- 
son, in October last, and nominated Mr. Van Buren for presi- 
dent, Mr. Benton for vice president, and Mr. Walker for sena- 
tor, was got up by the partisans of Mr. Van Buren, eonsisting, 
as is said, of a few office holders and office seekers, and in which 
the great mass of the people took no part. 


That convention recommended also a special session of the 
legis)ature, and that the new counties should be represented in 
the house of representatives of the same legislature that created 
them, without giving those counties any representation in the 
senatorial branch. The governor, in compliance with the sug 
gestion of this partisan convention, issued writs of election for 
members of the house in the new counties, in order doubtless to 
make up the deficiency of Van Buren members which existed at 
the previous cession, and prevented the election of theirtavorite 
candidate! The constitution of the state requires that the nuim- 
ber of senators in the legislature “‘shall never be less than one 
fourth of the whole number of representatives.’? The senate, at 
the special session of last month, consisted of only 12 members, 
while the house of representatives, increased by the representa- 
tion of the new counties, consisted of 53, thereby making the 
number of senators less than one-fourth of the whole number of 
representatives, in violation of the letter of the constitution. The 
senate, therefore, not only declined to go into an election of se- 
nator, but refused to transact any legislative business, justly 

onsidering that the new counties had no right to a representa- 
ion in one house, if not at the same time represented according 
0 the constitution in the other. 

The failure of the senate to effect the purposes of the caucus 

preferring obedience to their oaths to support the constitution, 
0 their allegiance to party—has greatly incensed the kitchen 
entry here, and their organ, the Globe, pours forth a flood of 

irrility on the occasion, which can produce no other effect 
bn the objects of it than disgust. 
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Another paper says— 

The legisiature of this state (Mississippi) convened, in extra 
session, under the proclamation of the governor, on the 19th of 
January. We notice, among the members present, the name 
of Greenwood Laflore, an Indian chief, elected to represent 
Carroll, one of the new counties. The principal business of the 
legislature will be to elect a United States senator, in place of 
Mr, Poindexter, and to obey the recommendation of gov. Run- 
nels, who, in his annual message, advises the legislature to in- 
struct their senators to vote for expunging, from the journals of 
the senate, the resolution adopted at the last session, condemn- 
ing the power assumed by the president, in the removal of the 
deposites. 

it is amusing, to look at this recommendation, together with 
the nomination, by the Jackson party, of R. J. Walker, as the 
successor of Mr. Poindexter, in juxta position with the follow- 
ing epistie, written by the said Walker to Mr. Biack, one of the 
Mississippi senators, twelve months ago. 

Copy of a letter from R. J. Walker to John Black, dated Nat- 
chez, March Ist, 1834. 

Dear sir: AsI promised at our parting, to give you my views 
on any subject which might be interesting to your common 
constituents, I hasten to say, that Mississippi will, with great 
unanimity, sustain you on the deposite question. In fact, the 
public voice loudly demands a restoraiion of the deposites, and 
the creating a bank to supply a general currency. A state bank 
can no more supply and govern the general currency, than a 
state government can direct and control the affairs of the na- 
tion. Go on, your constituents are with you—the country must 
be delivered from the frightful scenes of distress which have 
ruined us. In haste, the boat is starting, your obedient, 

R. J. WALKER, 
8 © O— 
RELATIONS WITH FRANCE. 

We stopped the press on Saturday last, and were enabled to 
furnish some 700 or 800 of our subscribers with a brief post- 
script, giving the substance of the late news from France. For 
the sake of the record, &c. we shal! now insert all the facts 
that appear in this batch of news. They will oceupy only a 
small space—tho’ all the speculations about them offered in the 
English papers, &c. would fill a large one—but these are not 
at all necessary to an understanding of the state of things. 


From the N. Y. Commercial Advertiser of Feb. 19. 

The news by the Havre, which arrived on Sunday night, pro- 
duced an impression that the message of the president of the 
United States had been received in the French capital with far 
greater indifference than had been anticipated. The ealm how- 
ever Was of but short duration, and has been followed bya 
measure, Which, in ordinary cases, is the first preliminary to 
actual hostilities—the recall of the French minister from the 
United States, and the tender of his passports to the American 
envoy resident near the government of France! Coming to us 
circuitlously through the English papers, our accounts are less 
perfect in their connexion, than we could desire, since we are 
without the means of tracing the action of the French govern- 
ment step by step, to the breaking up of the diplomatic rela- 
tions between the two governments. It appears to have been 
known in the capital on Tuesday the 13th of January, that the 
king had determined to assume a hostile attitude, and the fact 
was announced by the National of that evening as follows: 

‘Tt is this evening affirmed that the Moniteur of to-morrow 
morning is to announce that Mr. Livingston, the American mi- 
nister, has received his passports, and that M. Serrurier, minister 
of France in the United States, has been recalled. War is, there- 
fore, declared. But at the same time that the royalty of the 7th 
of August gives such satisfaction to its outraged dignity, it orders 
its ministers to present, after to morrow, to the chamber of depu- 
ties, the treaty with the United States, and in the course of eight 
days peace will be made.?? 

Accordingly on the morning of the 14th (Wednesday) the 
Moniteur published in its official part the following important 
article: 

‘The king has recalled M. Serrurier, his minister at Washing- 
ton. The minister for foreign affairs that notified this resolution 
to the minister of the United States at Paris, informing him at 
the same time that the passports which he may be in need of, in 
consequence of that communication, are at his disposal.”? 

**In execution of the engagements entered into by France, the 
project of law relative to the American claims will be presented 
to-morrow to the chamber of deputies. A clause will he added to 
it, intended to protect (garantir) eventually such French inter- 
ests as might be endangered.”’ 

The preceding contains all the facts that seem to be clearly 
stated. Much surprise is expressed at the sudden action of the 
king*—and that the opinion is expressed that if congress sus- 





*Mr. Livingston seems to have been mistaken in this matter 
—as the following extract from his correspondence will shew— 
** Mr. Livingston to the secretary of state. 

** Paris. Nov, 22, 1834. 
**T do not hope for any decision on our affairs before the mid- 
die of January. One motive for delay is, an expectation that 
the message of the president may arrive before the discussion, 
and that it may contain something to show a strong national 
feeling on the subject. This is not mere conjecture, I know the 


fact, and I repeat now from a full knowledge of the case, what I 
have more than once stated in my former despatches as my 
firm persuasion—that the moderate tone taken by our govern- 
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tains the views of the president, war is inevitable. Itis thought 
that France, whatever she may do in the way of preparation, 
will not strike the first blow. 

The origin of our dispute with France is, with much clear- 
ness, and we think, with much regard for justice and truth, 
shewu in the following article— 


FRENCH AND AMERICAN DISPUTES. 
To the editor of the [London] Courier. 
Paris, January 10. 

Sir: The speech of the president of the United States has 
filled us with sorrow and regret—sorrow that the chiet of the 
American governinent should feel it his duty to express himself 
as he has done, with reference to France, on a question of 
twenty. five millions of francs, or a million sterling—and regret 
that a foolish vote of the chamber of deputies last session 
should have justified the language which is now held. As, 
however, it is very possible that the history of this transaction 
may not be familiar to you, I propose to supply you with a nar- 
rative of the negotiation, and of their results to the present 
time. : 

In 1800, a commercial treaty between France and the United 
States was signed. It established the principle of free naviga 
tion, and the rights and obligations of neutral flags and states. 
This principle of maritime neutrality was again consecrated in 
1803, by a treaty between the two countries, which had for its 
object the cession of Louisiana to America; and on the other 
hand, the granting of commercial advantages to France. The 
principle that the flag covered the merchandise, and that right 
of search should not be allowed, was adopted by secondary ma- 
ritime powers for their protection; but England, as mistress of 
the oceans, would not consent to it, and, therefore, immediate- 
ly after the treaty of 1803 had been signed, issued new orders 
in council, submitting neutral flags to the right of search, and 
even to impressment, and compelied American vessels to touch 
at English ports, and discharge and recharge their cargoes, be 
fore proceeding to their future destination. Of these orders in 
council, it is unnecessary to pronounce any opinion, as they 
gave rise toa French and European war, and to a resistance 
upon which history has already decided. 

In 1805, new orders in council imposed new restrictions, 
which were again opposed, and in 1806 England declared all 
the ports between the Brest and the mouth of the Etbe ina 
state of blockade. ‘This continual blockade was met by the sa- 
vage and odious decrees of Berlin and Milan, and the battle of 
Waterloo in 1815 decided the long contested disputes. In 1803 
and 1805, the United States of America submitted without he 
sitation to the order of the council. It is said that this line of 
conduct was dictated by the old federal party, which was al- 
ways opposed to France, and which dominated in seaport 
towns, and in all the northern states. Napoleon, on the con- 
trary, replied to these orders of the council by the decree of 
Berlin, which declared the British Isles in a state of blockade. 
In having recourse (9 this measure, Napoleon said to the Ame- 
ricans. ‘You always admit the pretensions of England; you 
suffer her cruisers to visit your vessels; you allow yourselves 
to be conducted into British ports, or you go there by her or 
ders. Besides this, you pay a tax on the cargoes which you 
carry. Thus you constitute yourselves the vassals and the sub- 
pn of England. The moment you so act, | consider you no 
onger as Americans. In my eyes, your ships are English ships 
—your cargoes are English cargoes—and, in one word, you 
have anti nationalized your flag.’? The United States thus 
found herself placed between the menaces of France and the 
order in council of England, and witnessed, off the American 
coast, the impressment of sailors on American vessels, and the 
attack of the Chesapeake. In 1807, the president, Jefferson, 
ordered all American ships to enter into American ports, and 
thus to prevent the meditated attacks on the independence of 
the American navy. 

This order was made in ignorance of the decree of Napoleon, 
of Milan, but in knowledge of his decrees of Berlin. The exe- 
cution of this order, issued by president Jefferson, became very 
difficult, and was eluded by many American vessels, which 
continued to convey English merchandise, to those German, 
Austrian, Italian and Spanish ports, which were not occupied 
by French troops. The American government subsequently 
issued an order, prohibiting American vessels from having com- 
munication with France or Great Britain, but re-establishing 
all relations with the other powers. When this last order of 
the American government, prohibiting any intercourse with 
France, was published, Napoleon took it into his head to consi- 
der this measure as a declaration of rupture between France 
and America, and founded his quarrel on the fact, that, as he 
had permitted American vessels, which were in the French 
ports, to return to the United States on the demand of Jeffer- 
son, that now America had no right to probibit the intercourse 
of American vessels with France. This was most absurd rea- 
soning on the part of Napoleon; for, inasmuch as he had com- 
plained of American vessels holding intercourse with England, 
and submitting to English search, &c. the moment the govern- 
ment of the United States declared that no intercourse should 
take place with either France or England, in American vessels, 





ment when the rejection was first known, was attributed hy some 
to indifference or to a conviction on the part of the president that 
he would not be supported in any strong measure by the ye ao 
and by others, to a consciousness that the convention had given 
us more than we were entitled fo ask.”’ 
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he (Napoleon) ought to have been satisfied; but he was not 80, 
and he signed at Rambouillet a decree, ordaining that every 
vessel carrying an American flag, which should, from the 20th 
of May following, be brought into or enter a French port, ora 
port of any French colony, or of any country oceupied by its 
armies, should be seized, sold, and the produce thercof be paid 
into the sinking fund of the national debt. 

By virtue of this abominable decree, which was most out- 
rageously unjust, Various seizures were made in the port of Bt. 
Sebastian and in other places, of American vessels. In addi- 
tion to this, at the epoch of the expedition of St. Domingo, se- 
veral American vessels were burnt on the high seas by the 
French fleet, with no other object than to prevent, by that 
means, the secret of its expedition from being discovered. 
These seizures and this destruction of property are the basis of 
the American claims made to-day; claims which are most just 
and undeniable, and which no one who respects France and 
her national honor, can refuse to recognise. On the 2d Novem- 
ber, 1810, the government of the United States recalled its de- 
cree of non intercourse” as far as France was concerned, and 
required England to revoke ber orders in council within a short 
lime. 

In 1811 and 1812, when the relations between the two coun- 
tries were established, and when negotiations were opened for 
the adoption of a treaty founded on the principle of maritime 
neutrality, Mr. Barlow, the American minister, demanded of 
Napoleon 70 millions of-franes, as an indemnity for past sei- 
zures and losses, and Napoleon went as far as to offer 30 mil- 
lions. He thus recognized, as far as America was concerned, 
the injustice of his barbarous decrees of Berlin and Milan, and 
the flagitiousness of the burning of American vessels by the 
French fleet, proceeding to St. Domingo. in the mean time 
the United States bad declared war against England, and Na- 
poleon then engaged in his expedition against Russia, invited 
Mr. Barlow to meet bim at Wilna, in order to terminate the 
treaty. Mr. Barlow, however, never reached him, and died on 
his journey. This matter remained in a state of suspense until 
the mouth of January, in the year 1814, when France was in- 
vaded by all her former allies, and when the United States 
alone continued their war against the British flag and British 
navy. Napoleon, being desirous of standing well with Ameri- 
ca, directed the duke of Vicenze to examine the claims made, 
principally with reference to the burning of the ships by the St. 
Domingo fleet, and these were said to be just and right to the 
extent of 18 millions of francs. This did not include the claims 
for seizures of American vessels, by virtue of the decrees of 
Berlin and Milan. 

Then arrived the restoration of peace, and although the an- 
nual message of the president always referred to the subject 
yet no direct negotiations were renewed until 1818. From 181 
to 1830, the question was always On the tapis. Delay was add- 
ed to delay, and intrigue to intrigue, and in the mean time, the 
claims of the merchants and American subject were bought up 
by a few individuals for the lowest possible prices. Prince Po- 
lignac pretends that France owes nothing to America. At 
length came the revolution of 1830. In 1831 the negotiations 
were renewed, and a treaty was signed, by which France 
agreed to pay 25 millions of franes to the United States. Fora 
long time M. Casimer Perier endeavored to reduce the sum to 
15 millions, but America would not consent, and the treaty was 
signed. For three years this treaty was kept secret by the 
French government, and it was not till 1834, that it was present- 
ed to the French chamber of deputies for its ratification. 

The chamber of deputies refused its approbation, on the 
ground that a compensation had been granted, indirectly, for 
the seizures of American vessels in Spanish ports, by a treaty 
which was made between Spain and the United States, by 
which the former power ceded the’ Floridas to America; and, 
therefore, that France is not bound to pay any sum of money 
to the United States, that government having already been in- 
dempified for its losses in respect of seizures, by the Spanish 
cession Of the Floridas. Still, at any rate, the burning of the 
ships by the St. Domingo fleet, remains to be paid for, and yet 
the treaty has been wholly rejected. This has led to the deter- 
mination of the president of the United States; and it may end 
in another American war. Iam, sir, yours,&c. I. O. U, 


STILL LATER. 
From Havre papers to the \7th and Paris to the 16th January 
inclusive. 

The French brig of war Le D’Assas has arrived at New York 
from Havre, whence she sailed on the 20th ult. but as she de- 
parted at six hours notice, she brings no papers. Those receiv- 
ed are by the packet ship Sully. 

Mr. Livingston, our minister had not left Paris, but had in- 
timated to the French government that he would not take upon 
himself the responsibility of doing so, unless positively ordered 
away by it. 

M. Serrurier’s recall is confirmed, though there appears to be 
a contradiction as to the cause of it. The Tribune, one of the 
Paris journals, says, that the government was at least not sorry 
at the opportunity presented of recalling M. Serrurier, who has 
given much dissatisfaction; that previous to the debates in the 
chamber on the twenty five millions, he wrote to the king that 
the difference might be settled for twelve millions of francs; and 
it is believed that copies of this despatch, being communicated 
to several influential members of the centre by the friends of 
M. Serrurier, contributed, in no small degree, to the rejection 
of the demand fer the twenty five millions and that, from that 
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moment, his disgrace was resolved on; but it could not be de- 
cided on for fear of divulging the motives. In confirmation of 
this, the New York “Comwmercial,’? says that one of the of- 
ficers of the D’Assas, had spoken of M. Serrurier, as a minister 
- disfavor, and remarked that he would not go home in the 
rig. 
he other version is, that there is no ground for the surmise 
of the Tri! une; that his recall was a sudden one, and wholly 
unexpected to Mr. Livingston, and the Americans in Paris; 
that it was put expressly upon the ground, that “the king’’ 
could no longer suffer his minister in the United States to re- 
main exposed to hear such language as that contained in the 
of the president of the United States; that M. Serrurier, 
far from having represented that the indemnities might be liqui- 
dated for half the sum stipulated in the treaty, had urgently re- 
commended the ratification of that treaty. 

It is denied that Mr. Livingston had had an interview with 
the king on the 14th ult. and the opinion is expressed, that he 
will remain in Paris, at his station, until he receives instruc- 
tions from hia own government. 

The law granting the twenty-five millions for the Ameti- 
can indemnity, Was submitted to the chamber on the 15th Ja- 
nuary, with the reserve that this money should be deposited in 
the Caisse de Consignation until it should be ascertained that 
no reprisals had been made by the authority of the American 
government upon French property. ‘The law was immediately 
placed in charge of a committee to report thereon. 

A private letter from Paris, from an American, received at 
New York, dated on the 15th ult. states that, from all the writer 
could hear, the chamber of deputies is more favorably inclined 
to vote the indemnity than it was. Public opinion was, how- 
ever, against it, and fears were entertained that it might be made 
A& party question to defeat the present ministry, and that the 
government might be left in a minority. This, the letter writer 
thinks will not happen. 

In presenting the law, M. Humann, the minister of finance, 
made the subjoined speech, which is both sensible and discreet. 


Chamber of deputies— Sitting of January 15th. 

M. Dupin took the chair at one o’clock. The galleries were 
extremely full, and a more than usual number of deputies were 
present. The ministers and the president of the council, (mar- 
shal Mortier), were in their usual places. At half past one 
o’clock, 

The minister of the finances ascended the tribune—(Great 
sensation)—and proceeded to read the following development 
relative to the government communication which had been an- 
nounced: 

“GENTLEMEN: Faithful to the accomplishment of its duty, 
and trusting that you would participate in its convictions, the 
government was disposed again to submit to your consideration 
the measures necessary for the execution of the treaty of the 
4th July, 1831, and was prepared to defend them in the name 
of justice and of the political and commercial interests of 
France. The message of the president of the United States at 
the opening of the American congress suspended the execution 
of this project. The government had then to examine if it still 
remained under the empire of the same duty; if the dignity of 
France did not demand a different line of conduct; and finally, 
if any means existed of placing the invariable rules of justice 
in harmony with the legitimate sentiment of national honor. 

The king’s government need not justify itself before you from 
the reproaches made to it by the president. Such a proceed- 
ing would be alike without object as without dignity; moreover 
in the discussion which will take place here, all explanations 
that may be asked will be given—all the documents will be laid 
on your table. General Jackson has misapprehended the ex. 
tent of the powers conferred on us by the constitution. But if 
he has mistaken the laws of our country, we will not fall into 
the same error in respect of American institutions. The letter 
and the spirit of those institutions authorise us to consider the 
document to which I have referred, as the expression merely 
of an opinion wholly persdnal, so long as it shall not have re- 
ceived the sanction of either of the other two powers of the 
American union. The message is an act of government yet 
incomplete, which cannot induce one of these decisions by 
which France usually replies to a menace or an insult. 

We might have awaited, gentlemen, for the course of con- 

ss, in order to regulate our own. Buta temporising system 

ad neither the advantage of restoring security to our com- 
mercial relations, nor of placing them eventually under the 
protection of reprisals. Moreover by such a course the two 
governments would have waited the one for the other; and at 
the distance at which they are, the legislative sessions of both 
might close, leaving so important a question still unsettled and 
irritated by new delays. 





*The editors of the “‘Commercial,”? on Monday last frankly, 
(as their practice is), corrected this statement, on the repre- 
tation of the consul general of France, and being otherwise 
atisfied that it was altogether a mistake. M. Serrurier is not 
n “‘disfavor”’—he will not return home in the brig, but for the 
mple reason that he has no accommodations for himself and 
amily. He will soon embark for Liverpool, and from thence 
overto France. His conduct has been approved. The 
fatement in the “Tribune” has not, probably, any fonndation 
ntrath. M.S. thought the indemnity too large—but as the 
aty was made, earnestly desired that it should be carried 
to effect. 
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In this state of things, the government was bound to reject 
the system of temporising—the question of national dignity was 
first entitled to its attention: you are aware, gentlemen, how 
that has been disposed of. But as the treaty of July is not on 
that account less just or less politic, as the proceeding of the 
president of the United States could not enfeeble the basis of 
equity and reason on which that transaction reposes, the go- 
vernment has persevered im its resolution tO present it anew 
for your consideration. The engagemert being entered into, 
the honor of France requires that it should be fulfilled. 

In this important deliberation, the chamber, we do not doubt, 
in carefully watching over the national dignity, will still bear 
in mind all the sentiments of good will and friendliness which 
for more than sixty years have united the Erench and Ameri- 
can nations: it will give due weight to those \bigh considera- 
tions of commercial power and mercantile. strength, (force 
marchande), which have caused an alliance with the United 
States to be looked upon as one of the unalterable rules of na- 
tional policy. 

In holding this language, we desire only to render homage to 
truths of all times—to oppose these to transitory impressions— 
and especially to declare that France does not impute either to 
the people or to the government of the United States, the sen- 
timents and propositions which the president has expressed, 
We wish ouly to see in his message to congress an act (with- 
out due reflection), of a single power: and national honor does 
not the less require us to persevere in the policy which was 
always that of the king’s government, the policy of loyalty to 
engagements. ; 

You will scrupulously weigh, gentlemen, the motives which 
solicit the adoption of the treaty. 

What we specially ask is, that you in examining it, as we in 
proposing it have done, should free yourselves from all predis- 
positions foreign to the question itself—which is, the right and 
justice of the claim, and the commercial advantages guaranteed 
to France by the treaty. 

Penetrated with this conviction, the government lays before 
you anew, through me, the project of a law which I shall have 
the honor of reading. It was thought proper to insert a condi- 
tional clause therein of which you will doubtless appreciate 
the fitness. This clause interdicts payments under the sum 
fixed by the treaty, until the intention of the American govern- 
ment shall be ascertained. Jt is our right and our duty to ren- 
der that government responsible for any of its acta which may 
wrong the dignity or the interests of France. 

The following is the text of the bill:— 

Art. 1. The minister of the finances is authorised to carry to 
the budget of each of the years 1826, 1837, 1838, 1839, 1840, and 
1841, the sum necessary to pay off in six terms the capital of 
25,000,000 fr. in execution of the treaty signed on the 4th of 
July, i831, between France and the United States, and the ra- 
tifications of which were exchanged at Washington on the 24 
of February, 1832. 

Art. 2. The sum of 1,500,000fr. which the government of the 
United States has engaged to pay to France in six annual 
terms, in discharge of the claims of French citizens, shall be 
carried to the credit side of a special article of the budget, in 
proportion as the recoveries are made. Credits to a similar 
amount shall be opened to the minister of the finances for the 
discharge of the claims that may have been liquidated in favor 
of French citizens. 

Art. 3. The payments to be made on the sum of 25,000,000/r. 
shall not be carried into effect till it shall have been ascertained 
that the government of the United States has adopted no mea- 
sures injurious to French interests. 


The reading of the preamble and of the bill, occasioned con- 
siderable sensation in the chamber; and, after the minister had 
qnitted the tribune, several deputies formed groups, and enter- 
ed into close and animated conversation. 

The bill was then ordered to be printed, distributed and sub- 
mitted for examination to the standing committee; the discus- 
sion on it being reserved for a future sitting. 


M. Pelet, de la Lozere, demanded that government should 
order the printing and distribution of all the reports of the suc- 
cessive committees which, since the year 1831, had been charg- 
ed to examine the American claim itself, or the bill relative to 
it. 

The minister for foreign affairs replied, that all the documents 
relative to the American claim would be laid upon the table of 
the chamber, and that such of them as required publication 
should be printed and distributed. 

The president said that it would be more regular if all the 
documents in question were not only submitted to the commit- 
tee, but also laid upon the president’s table. 

The minister of public instruction said that there was no ob- 
jection to that course. 


It ic represented in private correspondence, that the result of 
the vote of the chambers will depend very much upon the intel- 
ligence which the intermediate arrivals from America may 
bring, and that they will not relinquish what they consider their 
right, of examining the mode of liquidating the credit asked for, 
and of reducing, if they see fit, the amount thereof, if it should 
prove to have been unreasonably swelled by speculation or 
complaisance. 

The pacific character of the speech of the minister of finance, 
in the chamber of deputies, had occasioned a rise in the price 
of stocks, and given a stir to business. 


END OF VOLUME FORTY-SEVEN. 
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